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HOT Tee CSAS eee 


After Dark Days, These Adopted Daughters of the United States Are 
Finding: a New Place in the Caribbean Sun 


By DrBosk Hevwarp" ano Darmy Reck 


YOUR and a half days out of New York 
4 by steamer, less than nine hours’ fly- 


Ing time out of Mliomi, be three of the 
mast beautiful trope islands on the face of 
the globo, ome they belong to the United 
Sintes of America. 

More Danish eclonial in atmosphere than 
simestive of the States, these thre: ~Anreri- 
can Virgins, St. Thomas, ©t. John, and St. 
Croix, present unusual) aspects of life against 
a background af exotic landscape not ta be 
fount! anywhere else under the Stars and 
Shripes. 

This is easiiv understood when we realize 
that they existed under Danish rule for more 
than 250 vears before the United States 
bowhe them in 1917, und that down mm the 
lund: of the Caribbean hfe turns inti new 
chimncls-slowly and only after much ponder- 
THE. 


Sich o Sight (2 


‘Though there are few experiences that can 
mutch loungine on the deck of a steamer 
while her serews drive her southward down 
the deep cobalt of the Gulf Stream, there is 
one dramatic moment, in the approach to the 
Virgins, that cam be had only from the air. 

That moment comes when the Pan Ameri- 
can C Eppes scars upward from the port of San 
Juan, | werto Rico, and levels cut fer the final 
jump ty the harbor of Charlotte Amalie, island 
of St. Thomas, less thon on bout oway os the 
Plane flies, 

Then the alr vovager gets his first vlimpse 
af the Virgin Islinds, American and British, 
and beyand sees the vast bow of the Lesser 


Sulumbus Never Saw 


Antilles swinging away, tslarel after iskene, 
fading through livhter and lighter sharles of 
blue until they vanish inte the southeastern 
horizon. 

Directly below, the Virgins seem to rush 
forward to meet the plane, and ane remem- 
bers that it was Cealumbus who discovered 
thesé isles, though from quite a different angle, 
On his second yovege, in 1493, he stumbled 
upon them ut the threshold of his new world, 
Astonished by their numbers and delighted 
at their fresh beauty, he christened them the 
Virgin Islands after St. Ureuht antl het eleven 
thous) virgins, 

Today, looking down from an altitude of 
several thousand feet, une con applaud his 
resourcefulness in selecting a nome which 
would mchiidle the whole archipelago, for there 
seen to be hundreds of them, ranging im size 
from smal) rocky comes thirusticng upward from 
the brilliantly tinted sea to ishinds. of con- 
siderable extent, The larger ones show culti- 
Whe firhas against the intense green of their 
forest-clad hillsides, and small sheltered her- 
hors busy with cominerce or drowsing tide- 
lently im the bright sunshine. 

With the whole panorama -<pread below 
like a great relief mop, it is easy te trace 

* Thi article, in whith Taktose Heyward callaho- 
rotor, ds ace of the last contributions of the noted 
Seutlh Carndina author whee untimely death pe- 
curred on Jane 16,1940. Mr. Hevwant’s notatile 
works included the novela Morey. ond Aftuembia’s 
Paveitiors (heth tater dramathed for the New York 
Maes) ped the opera Percy aaa Aen. He aleo will 
he rémetbecte] fur bile distiecuishedl) article on he 


native (Charleston, “Where Past and [resent Meet" 
in the NatmowaL tieocnarair Mander, March, 19349, 
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Charlotte ‘Armaie is a regular Sop of the 


Prinithad 
T i . 
CTippers that ply between tha 


CeO TOE 

less than holf of what eventually wos paid. 
But at that me the United Mates was not 
stticenily interested, 

Decides passe] and it was not until the 
time of the World War that the mlands: avsin 
loomed importantly in the minds of mainland 
Striiegists ft wos felt that St. “ hormeas 
might he useful as a maval lute: thal these 
Isolate! bits of land, Iwing directly in the 
transatlontic water route to the uname tonal, 
night be necessary for defense 

Thit immediate consideration gave Impetus 
to the long-wanded hargaining and brought 
the ishanes fhnoally into our hands, But be- 
fore plans for a base had been developed the 
warendel, ancl it jocked ae ii we hut been aver 
enthusigstic pbout -inereasing wur offshore do- 
main, and very poor bargainers besides. 








Clann! Defender and Playground, Too 


In the last few years, however, the picture 
again has changed, As a covering air base for 
the Canal Zone, the Bhind= ore potentiall, 
worth ag erent deal moore to the | nited States 
than the purchise price weld in Aral 
In addition we howe aoquine! o tropic pliav- 
ground which t attracting tuch year an in- 
creasing number of vistors from the mainland, 

Denmark finally surned the treaty in. Wash- 





iClAle 


run commecting Piette 
Chis. teuw-mader ahip b smaller than the giant four-cioined Clippers and the pew bich-spewd straio- 


Geographic Magazine 


Tl , ‘ 
Pai rasili liv Baba ly 


“Buby Clippers” Link St. Thomas Weekly with the Outside World 


Rico with the Leseer Antille und 


ington, January 17, 1917, Soe had mothered 
ber Virring since lo60, throweh the lean, 
Irving wears of early colonization, during the 
torbulent veers of buccaneering when 4 grate 
aS-VOrU-ciEn spirit was popular along the Span- 
Eh Aino, through pericis of presperity when 
S1. Thomas Harbor became koown to commer- 


cit! cralt over the entire world. and when 
‘tvarcone piriflucts from St. Croix s frelits 


brought fancy progs in Puropesin markets 

She hal stood ower them during the wncer- 
loin daws of infancy, throweh the hardy avs 
af youth, and in the feeble andl halting days 
of older age when changing work!) markets 
bund stccessive horncanes bad sapped thei 
wits lity 

But the islanders, thouch pensive over the 
Lan os cl does pret Ah Veet able as bi ad a lookes 
forward With bape ad énthwsiiism bo the pos 
sibility of an economic revival under American 
business methods and with American protec- 
tive barifis. They already were on close ane 
friendly terms with the United States, sold 
SUCGr AO Pum to the American market, and 
spoke Fonglish father thon Donish ps the com 
nid Lanriiine 

Public opinion in the ishimds stood about 
00 per cent in favor of transfer, anc that fact, 
In aeidition to the 325,000,000 check which 
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The American Virgins Guard a Main Route from Europe to the Panama Canal 


A-glince at the map thows why the United State wae willing to pay Denmark $25.000,000 for them 


for tne om moval bope, 


ot the anchipalags is 


Uncle Sam danglerd in (he air; convinced. Then- 
mark of the advisability af giving up her 
cores, 

Iresently, down to the little idlands in the 
Caribbean sailed the United States Navy. Its 
hwewlth brigade awune into actin: vfeetlinls 
were given to ward off disease, montis were 
opened for dental inspection, arms were 
scraped for viicrination sewers and tain-water 
cisterns were lilt, The death rate dropped 
from an average of 34 per thousand in the 
ten years before American occupation to 23 
per thousand in the ten sueceeline years. 

Feonimically, thoweh, the islands suffered 


lee than 140 scyuare miles 


Brides controlling the important Anegacta Pusaman, | they form the country's 
taAterninest autpiat and would flank any feet approbching U, § 
ieee are erin waned sri only St. Thomas, St. John, .aned:-St. Chie ary of considerable site, 


CW the entire fifts, only w hall 
Total arm 


= shores 


from age-old maladies, Chief among them were 


the decline in the shipping business in the 


harbor of St. Thontas and stagnation of ati- 
cultural activity in St. Croix: 

When naval government wits repliced by a 
CM administration in 1931, these nd es 
had been deepened by the world-wide depres- 
sion. Determined efforts were launched to at- 
tract visitors, organize a native handicrafis ce 
operative movement, and enable natives to buy 
small farms on which they could eke owt a liv- 
ine when the sugar business was bad (jp), 289), 

A visitor to the Virgins today will find it 
interesting ta wateh the islander—landowners 
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rape, Wirctish, 
i| if | f eli, 
Pree ai Lewes 


iit 


ant) workers alike—tuwesils 
tii jrush the wleanels back ti 
weer Ee hve trap SIT 


i beri rodcuc't 


*“Tappy Landing” at St. ‘Thenrtats 


flight trem Juan 
Phe (Tipper corcies tito the wind, 
ona the island 
Thomas springs into sharp dennition, 
exteriding iteell in verdant peaks toward the 
approaching visitor ane revewling the many- 
nied bith town of Charlotte Amalie lying of 
the harbor edee (Plates TT oni TV}. 

1 soft thud sounds throueh the 
the bie plane i let down onto the water, 
all view of Lone ts obliterated for g 
MeHES 25 sht rears lorward, spreariling 
rLLELEIL Spa Lhe winekiws, AVlrupitiy the 
pains: Wath clear, the eniwines. cut. iff, ond 
irectly ahead wppears. the miniature girport 

SF Phones. with its 
toward the harbor, still retning its 


and picturesque side—not 


But now brict yun 


oni aerated 
Heke SM 


tilts its pose sharply downward, 


cry oT 


Calin 8s 
intel 
lew mic- 
nor 


Ly ered 


efinrts tent once sean 
Charming 
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pod Soonish mackerel, denizens of 
if ia ia J a ir] ! 
melatt colle, Clot belated, an 


The National Gredyrraplitc Niagavine 


Fish Peddlers Donkey Totes a Cardo of Rainbow Brilliance 


VWitcin switers lneluite 


tker lil wile 
itis food business, bot because it is pleasanter 
mid ister te cy Sa. 

\ vieilur to the istund remains = stranger 
only until be reaches his hotel, thereafter, 
wondering through the quiet, hilly streets, he 
Will be greeted withon shy “(rood mornin 


ct dh) errant 


*Cocd Nieht” wih a Diflerence 


At some dehnite period in the late afteruwsn 
the timing of which is impossiile ty 
exactly, the sulutathin 
night. his does not imply leave-iakine, 
as it doe in the mainland United States. but 
srry aly erecting in passing. Within a few 
hours it is possible that oust of the citizenry 
Will have learned the new arrival's: name, 

be ee Lid | yee i Setone Levee His Vek’ 
not dnilkely, for the town, thouwwh 
lewer than @ 00 with on 
Casy Brace over Toe hallsicles 1. deagret help wil] 
be ut hound. Someone will take pleasant pride 


in directing aly duce which 


caleulate 


Con heee Lai tari | 


i whitch 1s 
hihi sa" 


DPSS Sr wWwis 


anc. ifs he tins mn 
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Scolidl Reninder of the Danes Is Government House, St. “Thomas 


Hire in a eplet te tallest toagerniiicent functiptie were 
a Lit he Kailetine fe ol Pra [he bLeoyvirnier 
i= Triirel 1] WO Wark el mmhinlely, ar Le 


ready late for a funeral which might 
marade withent him. he will walk the 
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Lot YoU 70 fol fo 
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Fragrant Buy Kom for Sale 


Phere will bie | Htactal weloorne party 
io greet your lat of oline with pom snd 
CTC y ai ra i bE Le 6A oe] WHITE 
crouching over a basket of CHmrettes, which 
cos! sven to ten cents & package, denendine 
on whether she likes rte lene. Ld Ave Tha 
tlea be offering pint-siee bottles of baw rum, 


mative product aad one of the fimeat in the 


werla. And on the backerouned there wall 


n 1 i 3 | 

“rely lve L fru fi watch the boat cock 
and see you she off im yawurocity Teneary 

But Si. ‘Phemians, by nature, ire nek ones 

to nat ona bieshow. for the traveler. Ther 

are convinced that Ore has made for them 
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Hil 3 wis 
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the (stoned fei biel flee el) be charmer! 
| etitert whieh dt hin 
Starting out from one of the thre 
wy 
i one of several palin trimer Teaches, @s 
plore the Huis on 
thle cost mut in 


Legend hunting isa favorite pastime. Tak 
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Whispering behine bre back ariel aie 
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This intense Sattisfactlin with the island 
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Le ndticedble not only im tly 
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conversation of the peuple, but also in othe 
fact that, of those who leave for echwecation of 
work in other islands or the States, a. loree 
percentage come hack. Some may postpone 
the day of homecoming until troney boas been 
accumulated. aml «a few may even hone on 
inte older age, but their returm will be ne hess 
jovful and enthuskeetic, 

[n itn ialand that ts conceded to be one of 
the most beawtifal in the West Todian group, 
ahd “mene natives who ure generaily attuned 
to lt beauty, it is small wonder that cortt- 
nentals who go there are remaining to become 
landowners. 

Because of the harbor, which is lnid out 
in horseshoe shape and amply protected, at- 
tructing more ships than any near-by place, 
and because of the visitors which. these shins 
ring, the town of @harlotte Amalie is. a 
miniatire cosmopotitan center ancl of preat 
importance among neighboring tsianeds, 

It is the capital of the American Virgin 
group, ard the social petivities which raciate 
irom Government House bring togeiher the 
native islanders, travelers from the States, ancl 
firein notables. Private craft cruising in 
those waters moke it a point to fie over in 
the safe harbor, and the list of internationally 
prominent visitors is long. 

Marines Patrol the Isles by Air 

Adding to the crsmopalitan tir of the still 
town, weaving in khaki uniforms through the 
gaily clothe] groups, ore the United! States 
Marines. At Lindbergh Bay, about two miles 
west of Chorlotie Amalie, i the unly offshore 
Marine uviation boee of the United States. 

After the arcacledl softness of Charlotte 
Atnalle’s architecture, the angular procisnn 
of the airtel, Marine barracks; and regula- 
tion erav hangar strikes an unwewalh military 
appitaince tT ate TIT). 

A low drone over the barber town indicates 
that the Marines are off on one of their retine 
flights to St. Croix, Puerta Ries, ar Viecues, 
alt American islands, The populace never 
failé to stop dts work aml wateh the regular 
formation Clear the summit of Flag Hill, then 
disappear into the cloudless sky over the 
Canhhbean, 

Charlotte Ammlie is fond of its Marines, 
partly becwae they are good fellows and 
mirtly because they are wood business. Food, 
clothing, and general supplies must be pur- 
chased, and in widition the aviation gas for 
the squudron’s planes. 

Like that af many other places-in the (arite 
bean, St. Thomas's early history was one of 
development by theentee landowners. and 
later, when her harbor eprang into commercial 
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demand, by absentee merchants. The for- 
tunes then collected—and there were many in 
the gulden era of the West Indies—were taken 
back to Evirope, Consequenth:, there are few 
monuments, imposing school buildings, expen- 
sively laid wut parks, or other man-made land- 
matks of the earhy chavs, 

Virtually every business place in the down- 
town district, however, speaks more eloquently 
than could any formal monument of the 
islands past, For nach is howd in a thickly 
walled building, narrow and fully four hun- 
dred feet long, running from) Dronningens- 
ag which ts the main street, hack to the 
cea (Plates VX, ane MI). 

“Of the millions of dollars.of fancy merchan- 
diss which passed throuwh those ancient ware 
houses—brocades from Ching, cashmeres [err 
India, laces from England—there are many 
tales, In those lush days when several thou- 


sand vessels arrived each vear, native workers 


were kept busy refucling the ships bunkers, 
and native merchants were kept busy adding 
cohummns in the ledgers: 

Then came changes in shiphuildine, with 
oll-poWered veasels replucing many of the conl- 
driven, Woeerld shipping dimintshed: other 
ports were developed’ in the West Unilies. 
Gradually came the decline of the port of 
Charlotte Amalie, By 116 only 241 ships 
representing eleven nations, arriverl al the little 
nort. The old, well-stocked warehouses be- 
came obsolete and many were converted into 
veneral stores bo supply the needs of lecal 
heise wives. 

Present-cday business «till is housed in these 
old buildings, In some sit shopkeepers why 
will tell you of the days when there were so 
nuiiy Wraith, brigantines,. schooners, antl full- 


nigued ships in St. Thomas Hurbor that special 


hours had to be aesiened each for entrance 
wd departure, Merchandise in these shops 
includes charcoal burners, laces, hats, points, 
Hils. qursets, amd cieors, 

One aged woman shopkeeper will mot sell 
ant of her juis, becuse ber hushand, when 
he was alive, was fond of them. Another cane 
mM pert with certain pots lecniae ashe may 
some day find use for them herself. 

Curgees of Travelers Naw 

But ence again the tempo of business on 
Dronningensgade is changing; and once more 
islanders are scanning their harbor, this time 
for cargoes of visitors instead of brocachs and 
cushmieres. Dining the 1939 fiscal vear, 350 
ships nosed around the ancient Sail Rock 
eentine!, almost double the mumbeor of ten 
years ago. The island has buttoned a new 
tucker aver its elonial dusiness: cloak and, 


Island Treasures of the Carmbbean 
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Sun-kissed Bathers Hold Aloft “Stars” Plucked from Balrvy Seas 


The spiny, fired creatores oboend en sandy ahallows in Dutloe (Caneel) Bay, idand of St John, 
smallest of the three pomeclpal islands in the United States Virgina iproup, Among the verdant hills and bridle 
the nutherous lusa of this lum! five 750 people, Apart from simple pgriculture, the ooly industries are char- 
coal moking, hasketweaving, and bay-lea! brewing. In IT the United States bought the Virgins fram 
Denmark for 25 million dollare—tiree: an] a ball thes the amount pail for Alaska 
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Rrother Scowls at Busketweaying—His Mind on Ships and the Sea 


tn French Village, a cuburli af Charlotte Amalie 
iaucht to weave hols and baskets, Bid bows prefer faking with thetr fathers 
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“Woteh Closely and See How [t's Done” 


Hats aleo are wiven by French Villave (Wk wheelie wyteviorm migrated bo the West Indies tro 
snd “ormundy in the seventecoth century (Plate DTA anil A‘) 
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The American Virgins 


following modern trends, is out lo capture the 
travelers’ fancy. 

Hut, it wes reasoned, if the island ts to 
hecome a travel center, there must be evolved 
some means of employing island labor in adedi- 
tion to that needecl for hotel services amd 
salesmanship, For thic purpose the Virgin 
Islands Co-operative was developed, and that 
organization, which purchases und resells na- 
tive embroideries, basketry, furniture, and 
other articles, has become the hub of all island 
activity ( Plate XVI)... Organize! in 1931, the 
Co-operative now gives whole or partial stip- 
port to approximately §00 islanders, Expertly 
designed native handicrafts from St. Theornas 
are sold by 25 stores in cities scattered over 
the United States. Encourage! by this suc- 
cese St. Thenmiang have developed other co 
operative lines, 

Improved comditions. | in the island are indi- 
cated in the Federal income tax return, which 
in 1938 increased 130 per cent over L937, 
and 61 per cent over three years previously. 

Back to Nature on So. John 

Across Pillsbury Sound, 30 minutes’ boat 
run from St. Thomas, lies the island of St 
John, another of the three big Virgins, Large- 
cule agriculture was abandoned there same 
200 years ago, and today, pomitive and un- 
cultivated, the island hag an uncomplicated 
coonumic setup. In its bush-covered hills live 
740 natives, who demand littl beyond sub- 
sistence from the soil, 


Nature is generous in St. John and throws 


out a wealth of wild growth: plantains, mati 
gies, custard upples, limes. The waters about 


the island yield fish and lobsters to complete 


the diet, The enivy commerct) activities are 
the simple businesses of charcoal production 
and bav-leaf brewing, 

Coming ashore on St. Joho, one might sup- 
perse that it hod never been invelved in the 
making of history; that here life in its simplest 
form hed stow! still since anclent voleanic 
rumblings left this het of lane) basking on the 
surface of the (Caribbean, | 

There are no towne in the usual sense of 
the word The only concentrition occors at 
Cruz Hay where a handful of cabins, hidden 
in the palm grove, howses perhaps eighty na- 
tives, and at Coral Bay, where an equally 
simple scene is darfiatod bee the red-roated 
buildings of on old Moravian mission. He- 


tween these settlements, circling the isiand 


with their white«and indentations, dre more 
than 25. bavs, euch with its own historical 
glory and present-day significance (Plate V1). 

A foretaate of the quiet charm of the istand 
comes when one enigaees bot passage. No 


where down below. 
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regular steamship lines serve St. John, hut the 
Flamings, modern 50-foot motorbuat, makes 
the tip from St. Thomas several times a 
week, coring omil anil jHLAsEN ets, Or a 
traveler, if he is sufficiently enterprising a 
persistent, 1y Secure passage on one af 
the St. John sloops which hus carried to St 
Thomas an assorted cargo, perhaps of several 
goats, a couple of pigs, hand-woven baskets, 
and charcoal, 


An Isle without an Automabile 


Transportation facilities on pod about the 
island itself are unpretentious. The fish will 
bite as well tomorrow as today. Therefore 
time is not of vital importance to the islander, 
and a horse, or donkey, or bis own feet. will 
carry him wherever he needs to go with as 
much dispatch as is necessary, 

Fifty: miles of liridle trails ‘thread their wav 
ever St, John's mountains, and their quictness 
is broken only by the incessant slap of the 
Caribbean on the long white shores, some- 
The local webiculur bax 
is for horses and boats, for there is not an 
automobile on the islaned_ 

Visitors have taken readily to the simple 
modes of conveyance, some of them coveritg 
the ‘entire network of trails on donkey back, 
and in the end have tried to buy land in &S4. 
john, Their attempt to become landowners 
seldom meets with success, for it is extremely 
difficult w purchase anything but large plots. 
The «mall owners are mostly native ishinders 
and they attach mure importunce to their 
land than can be mreastired in dollars, 

A land situation which is not to be found 
in either of the other islands prevails m St. 
John, andl its history dates hack te the eman- 
cipations of the slaves in the “Danish West 
Indies” in 1845, A surprising momber of the: 
itanders own filets of areund ranging from 
one-half to. forty or fiftv acres, and these 
plois-are handed down from father to sen. On 
them the Klanders have gained oa form. of 
independence, cullivuting their cassava ond 
fluntains, weaving their fish pots, and rearing 
their brawls of children. 

Terror Stalked When Slaves Revolted 

Willingness of the planters to part with the 
land, ard the precariogs condition of the cane 
business even before emancipation, were pre- 
wipthited in purt by the “ereat insurrection” 
af 1734.in St. John, “Hundreds af slaves rose 
against their masters in a cleverly planned 
revolt, desiroved the great stone bulldinvs cn 
almest half of the Q2 estates: murdered the 
owners, and for six months had complete pac: 
session of the island. 
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Sunmuaurt |, Whilitury Are the St. Thomas Police 


At Fort Chrietian difieere cil the kiw, Line up far pein iriapecten, afte a site ol Ube progiisa jo th 


irri: (aur empce 0745. when tevolling dave forebean of prrmettday noetlige tought to the death agonist 
the military force wet to St Jobn from Murtinique to sober them (puge 269) 

Finally, on reqeest of the planters, the With only «& small population aml that 
eovernor of Atarimiqnue clispatehed tour fun mostly on a self-suiticient bass, the miand has 
drerl men and officers to St. John, Dhetach been little affected by world conditiens of 
ments were Seat in all directions ower the bevy chante fom Donish to Americin ree me 
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‘stand and the slaves driven gradually to the Most of the islanders are satiated with their 


nerthem shore where they were surrounded lot ant believe that from thetr-sea nnd earth 
There fé o legen in the island (supported come greatest contentient 
iy some historians) that some 300-0 these Whett ‘the ishind government received as a 


saves, finding all chance of escape cul off, sift the Colobash Boom and the Julian ile 
held w feast and then, with resolute bravery, Konig estates in the mountains of the Fasten 
threw Themselesover-a clifi a (Civilian Clonsernciion (ome camp, Virgin 
ae [clands branch of the mainland oreonivation 

Life Is Simple on This Idyltc iste wis mstalled to clear the Lond of bush and t 


ATLer municipio the remuiining estate plant michigan TTOCs., 


howies Sank gradually into on indolent stam There were appropratiogs to enlist 7S men 
ber, disturbed only when a hurricane ripped om the camp, but such was the lunders pire- 
of a ro itor down 4 shutter, and slow mcupation with their awn land that otter 
Inst their Identity under the wertacdius wd- sever] months only 30 hod enlisted. Alony 


vance of tropic bush. explained that while they might make one 
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Her departure for San Juan, which takes 
place at miht, t attended ly all the cir- 
cunmistunce of a transithintic sailing. The 
wharf bustles with activity. luck boys 
strugwle through the crowd with luggage. The 
white linens. of the men and gay dresses of 
the women strike a holiday note, Ane, form- 
ie on background, blending into the dark ot 
the hillside. a circle of black St, Thomians 
watches, laughs warmly, and enjoys the show, 

Aboard, parties from towo have preempted 
the hurricane-deck bar and lounge, a radio 
afchestra blares, and parting healthe ore 
drunk. 

The whistle blows, the crowd troops ushore, 
the screws bite into the black water of the 
bay, and the little town, the starlit hills, and 
the twoired eves of the range lights go sliding 
dawn the phosphorescent wave toward the 
hor hen, . 

The departure for St. Croix is les of an 
event, for it tukes place at noon while the town 
15 enurossed with the business of the clay. 
Also, the celebration would be at cisk of an 
anticlinax, since, onee clear of the harbor, 
you can, see your destination—a low, faintly 
blue sugarloal—avainet the southern horizon, 


Ruined Windmills Cap the Pills 


The idand of St. Croix hos. two portsx— 
Christiansted, the sent of Inca] government, 
on the northern coast, with 4 405 inhahitunts, 
and Fredertksied at the western tip, with o 
population about one half ws laree (Vtate A). 
The retaining six thousand inhabitunts live 
on the land, for St, Croix i and always has 
heen an ASraran community, 

The Caribbean <kippers will tell you that 
the harbor af Christinnsteil, thouh one of the 
safest once you pre insite, is most difficult 
of entty, the channel forming a vist capital 
Sand Ivirw between jagged reefs. But the 
show MANE Vere of the ship has its advan- 
tages, for it gives the visitor ample time to 
upproise the prospect. 

St, Croix is not so mountains as her two 
‘Virgin sisters. From a Jow coustal ploin, 
rounded hills sweep inland to form a-rolling 
countryside ideal lor agriculture, 

Upen the summits of many of these hills 
stund the ruins of great stone windmills, strik- 
ine the most characteristic mote im the lane- 
scape. Throweh centuries these loity tnm- 
cated cones. of masonry hove withstood the 
Attrition Of tite and: the aeaauite of burri- 
canes wine) remain enduring monuments to the 
island's poliden age, when St: Crom was a 
name known in the sugar and rom markets 
of the world (pape 3508). 

Viewed from the harber, Christiansted ‘has 
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changed Hittle with the passage of years, 
Lying within a circle of hills, the old red 
Danish fort, the ehady public square, the 
buildings of many-colored plaster, and the 
areaded stores al warehouses blend inte 
a brilliant mosaic that girdles the little bay 
and separates ‘the startlingly blue water from 
the eternal green of the hills. 

But away at the western tip of the town 
the tall stacks of the new “central,” or cugar 
mill, begin to belch smoke; god one realizes 
that the age of steam has arrived in St, Cralx 
to erect its new civilization upon the wreckage 
of the olf (Plate VIT}. - 

St. Croix is as different irom its sisters in 
ite individual favor os it ts possible to imagine. 
It iscoff the beaten track of the cruise ships: 
few tourists find their way there, and so far 
litde effort has been made 10 attract them. 

The “Crusians,” as they are called, oo about 
the more serie business of bringing their 
land into bearing, feeding cane to their sugur 


ccentrals, rebuilding their ruined rum distil- 


leries, and breeding and marketing blooded 
cattle. With the new opportunities for miar- 
keting in the States and the fostering ossist- 
ance extended by the Government, the people 
are freturninit with renewed hone to their 
abandoned fielris, 

For the visitor, St. Croix Tacks the tmme- 
(inte appeal of St, Thomas with its cosmo- 
politan comings and goings and the social life 
of the island cantar. The two hotels are 
smuull Tt & mot even easy to hire a car for 
sight-seeing. The general resort scramble fir 
the visitor's dollar i is strangely lar king. 

The society is homoreneous and is not, 
one might imagine, exclusively Danish, When 
Denmark aceuired the island from France in 
1733, she extended gn invitation to neichbor 
islanders to come and take up land. And sq 
from Nevis, St. Kitts, Antigua, came Enelish, 
Trish, and Scots to found estates along with 
French and with Danes from the mother 
COUNEEY, 

English Spoken by Whites and Maucks 

Many of the Danish estates belonged to 
absentee landlords whe employed Trish over- 
seers. This partly explains the surprising fuct 
that thewech Britain actually controlled the 
island foronly a few years, the usial language 
of both whites anid blacks hos always been 
English. 

Yet vou have only to stroll through the 
streets of Christianated today to see the in- 
delible impress of Denmark on the place. She 
was a wise and tolerant mother, and when she 
gold out to Unele Sam she used) a port of the 
money to pay every. mortgage on the islands 


Island Treasures of the Carihhean 
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St. Thomins Squat for a Frendly Chai 
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and: gave her children clear tithes to carry 
with them into their new citizenship), 
Si. Croix’s Government Howse, o massive, 


bequtifully proportioned building, stil] wears: 


the royal crown! Denmark over the entrance, 
Many of the merchants are Thines. A Donish 
family operates Apothecary Hall, where one 
may purchase not only a prescription, bout 
everything from delicate ivories from India 
to hand-fashioned Dartish silverware. 


Alexunder Mamilion Clerked Here 


To the visitor from the States, this Street 
of shops has a peculiar siznificance. For bere, 
fren his birthplave on the island af Nevis, 
aver a century and « half age, came a bright 
lad named Alexander: Hamilton to clerk im 
one of these areacded warehouses (Plate NIL). 

Here, during the vears that followed, the 
precocious boy developed that genius which, 
hefore he had reached the age of fiteen, had 
lifted him to the management of his patron's 
stores and plantations, And it was from this 
little town that, after his mother’s death, he 
sailed for the Americun Colonies to play his 
part in the founding of the Republic. 

In the carly days the islund was a slave 
center. Barracoons, or stave barracks, simi- 
lar tocthoge on the Gold and Twory Coasts 
of Africa, were erected, anda black tide’ of 
humanity streamed through the ports, Many 
of the Africans were reshipped to the States, 
but doubtless the finest specimens were pur- 
chased by the jeland states: 

Within an inctedibly short time this vol- 
Ginic upthrist, ninetéen miles lone by four 
wile, was cleared aml fields of sugar cane 
and cotton were lending under ihe steady 
pressure of the trade wind. Great estate 
houses, solidhy built of native rock, reared 
themselves upon hilltops, ane ships ef all the 
world crowded the harbors of Christinnsted 
on the north and Frederikstel on the western 
end of the sind. 

The tide of this prosperity reached its peak 
during the latter years of the cightetnth 
century, The year 1797 marked the highest 
point in cotton production, Sugar cone stall 
fourisherdl until the abolition of slavery in 
1848 created o difficult Inbor situation, but 
even’ before that the whole West Indian 
archipelages was growing it, and prices sturted 


ti fall. St. Croix was found to siffer from 
a handicap. Tt was, and still is, deficient in 
rainfall. 


Slowly the island sagen toward a decline. 
The great houses went down at heel. Uti- 
formed flimkies gave place to faithful black 
rinmers who padded gbowt in bare feet. 
Hurricanes come and there was no nioney tn 
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repair dumaves, Roofs fell in on empty balls 
Cane production sippedt steadily. 

Many landholders gave up the strugale, 
let their fields go inte eras, and put in 
herd= of cattle, until eighty per cent of the 
acreage was given aver to this low-yield in- 
dustry, which employed tut three per cent of 
the labor, . 

Disaster followed disaster. Waving pur- 
chased the islands in 1917, the United States 
procemed within a few months to deliver a 
body blow in the form of national prohibi- 
thin, The few remaining ram distilleries were 
closed and the workers thrown out of éemploe- 
ment. Then in 1930 the foreien-owned cor- 
poration which had controlled seventy-five 
per cent of the suar production failed, leaving 
$,000 acres to go back into bush and depriving 
2,000 luhorers of their livelihood, 

When President Hoover paid o visit of -in- 
spectian to his country’s litest rea] estate 
acquisition, je surveyed it sadly and charac 
terized it as an “effective poorhouse.” 

Ruins and Poetic Nanves Survive 

But if ofl St. (Croix had failed as an experi- 
ment in ciVilizatinn, it hod ot least faihed in 
the eran manner, In the very names of 
the estates there is poetry: All-for-the-Better, 
Contentment, Wheel of Fortune, Catherine's 
Hest, Work and Rest, Betey's jewel, Lower 
Love, Upper Lave, Jealousy, Prosperity Gar- 
den. 

And there is poetry today and a nameless 
puthes in the noble ruins af the past. Situated 
ulbwavs on hilltops fanned by the wnllaezing 
trade winds ated commanding tTagnificent 
views of descending dopes and iimitable 
bloe water, these miins amaze the visitor by 
their size ond permanence. Vast centri 
halls, flunked by wings and surrounded by 
Hagoed terraces, ‘Still rear lofty walls and stub- 
bernly resist the invasion of the jangle. 

In udjucent clearimgs long slave quarters 
still stand pnd in some of them descendants 
of former slaves still serateh a meager living 
from cleared patches, Between the massive 
wills of abandoned sugur mills: growths of 
mahoany jm tamarind pry iron evaporating 
pans from their rock foundations, and every- 
where the beautifully proportioned comes of 
the windmill towers rise against the tropic 
sky (pie 308). 

Some day these St. Croix estate houses will 
be “discovered,” os hove been the southern 
plantations inthe States, by people of taste 
and means who are sevking an iteal winter 
home. And when they ore, they cin be made 
into: human habitetions mot easily niatche 
tleewhere under the Stars and Stripes. 
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Linder Old Glory St. Thomas Frospers 


A native vender proudly 
healiancl al pormehice 
fer chobrpattnde far 
ripha) fall cwetell Liins fp 


Thanks te Diners 


ecw 


Pat es 


With the negroes compiasing alwwt 95 per 
cent of the population, ancd with mest of the 
whites comcentrated in the towns, onee the 
wieltor enters the hinterkine) he realizes that 
he is inderd in a block man’s country. But 
what he will see in his rural exploratpons is mo 
ner Wh primitive survival acarcely one step 
renvwived from the jungles of Africa. 

Mert 1s: a race in transition; a peaple whe 
hie existed ina Gropic colm for centuries ton 
then within an incredibly xhort time hove 
found themselves cttizens of the world’s lend. 
ing democracy, with the responsibilities pnd 
ODOT Tin DES apperlanning Uvereto, 

sturdy, deep-oreasie women, with skirts 
tocked hich anil thew whole bores: «winging 





displays the fia of hey 
Uietrisiean, ee atic 
self-supporting nd many of 
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im rhythin, stride down the 


ilon-borde ped 


rigs 


<n 


Linrie bihkets on tnays bal- 
anced wreoncernerd 
their heads, thes fout it 
mile ofter mile between 
neihboring easiness or on 
their was to town, 

The cine helds Are vtec 
with men ani Winn) SWifit- 
ing their miuchetes mesma 
the thick, juicy stalks, driv- 
me the tig bullock carts out 
With the Rares’. of Seltine 
out young canes (p. 292). 

Lt might, passimz on 
estute village. the visitor will 
hear the tauucous rhythms 
of nm native scratchy band 
nricl the <huthe of danone 

Each recurrence of 
Easter holidays, and 
cdezens of lesser 
bring the traditional cele- 
britions when the country 
folk invarle the towns with 
their pageants aod merry 
nmitkines (page 201), 


Dark Domgs of the 
Voodoo Doctor 
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fayrrey ci j Ow F ii] 
‘till exists there 
cin be noe dowht: if is 
known locally as “obetah.” 
Within the periad of 
Linited Stales sowercignty, 
bo muitder toal took plice 
that tTeads more like a 
hormrer story of. the Cone 
than @ pare from American 
irisprocdence, 

Tt had tu do owith achorse 
Tace In Which o native bial 
stuked everything upon the winning af his 
luvorite, He had cormsulted Wie obeah doc 
Lor cpl hed leet tile {haat Sees would itt- 
tend the animal which carried within its body 
the heart of a strong young man, A man dis 
appeared mvstenously and the resuiting search 
linked up the killing, and the removal of the 
héort, with the luck charm jdministered to 
the. horse. 

A jury convicted the offender and he was 
sentencs| te prion, Fle become o pnd 
priaiper, téliahle and cpahle, andl was e¢n- 
trusted with varius puldic construction cuties 
Irom which be ceturmed dutifully every eve 
ning te prisen. Finally he was pardoned by 
the Governor. 
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Silent the Nill Thot (ince Brought 


Wen he depres cose by cornpetitinn ih th weerlal 
rim tinilichirt, tetitin such aa thh on St. Croix sttftered greatly, 
Reena el listo bor bruught | aoalern machinery Lo 


fell tote eisuer 


oiits., 


With this extteme of borbariam on the one 
hol, ine! on the other the meer home- 
steader with his new conception of minrality, 
his educational oppertinities, his recently 
beSLOWE Sufrawe, Weare witness to an experi- 
ment in socio) evolution which is also absort- 
ake Hur Care. 


Llomesteads for ()netume Slaves 


Th 1932, with hall Ue popiiation of re 
lief, it became evidlent that unless the Unite! 
State woe prepared to tiintain its “elfec- 
tive poorhouse indefinitely, drastic steps were 
necessary. A homesteading program was. in- 
aucurated, to meet with o success that was 
little less than astounding. ‘These people wito 
had pass from Savery to a tenant-farming 
aevstem which had been almost os servile were 
quick to see the opportunity to become land- 
Owners, 

Today over 475 families are settled upon 
their own land, and their amall white concrete 
Collages, bowered under waving coomut palms 
or looking out over the blowing 2freen of 
young cane, are becoming a fambhar nete on 
the landscane (page 507). 

‘rtler the tenant ay Stein bine pent per GCre 
of cane land was from dive to twelve and in 


Plenty 


Ui Whee ot later Lhe phuitine down al 
Gh Lit sume Leen; stripped ol ther win le 
crush the cane (page 305 


eae cases éven fifteen dollars a year. . Under 
the bomesteading plan the cost, mchuding tn: 
terest ancl principal payments, amount= to 
ohtit $3.50 anacre. In twenty years the pur- 
chaser will be handed «a clear othe. and the 
convershon of a shilthees tenant into a respon- 
Sble landowner and taxpaaer wall howe Leen 
accomplishes 

In 1934 the Virgm. Islands Company cane 
Inia being, This i a nondividend, govern 
ment-contratied oorporathon 

Abandoned Tands were ocquired at a frac- 
tion of thet former valoe: One thousand 
laborers were taken from relief and put back 
into the fields. Sugar mills and rum distilleries 
were rebuiltand modernized, und private estate 
as. well a¢ the new homesteaders now 
ore being given facilities for morketing ther 
Proipcts, 

Governor Lawrence W. Cramer will tell 
you (perhaps, i vi are lucky, from. the dx |- 
leony of (sovernment Howse, with his minature 
domam spread out below) that the American 
Vireins are owell upon thetr way. nd be will 
ache) that the natural beauty of the ishines, 
which, with the leisurely Leno of thet tropic 
(avs, offer such wo perfect asylum: for pied 
muinkuiders, Will wlwavs be preseryerl, 
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Great Stone Faces of the Mexican Jungle 


Five 


Americans 


Colessal Heads and Numerous Other Monuments of Vanished 
Are Excavated by the Latest National 


Geographic-Sinithsonian Expedition 


By MATTHEW W. STIRLING 


Leute of Tu Nipiodet Opec Soiree Teer Paris 


Pith [lastrations fram Photographs by Richard NM. Stewart 


HE nicht was calm and clear; the 
noon was full As we lay stretched 
on our cots, the warm south breeze 


brought te our ears the sound of a. steacly, 
rhythmic stamping like the distant benting 
of drums, 

Rising and falling in volume with the vaun- 
nits of the breeze came the lively strams of 
stritmmed music, interspersed with the high- 
pitched wail of falsettu voices, Tt was the 
first night of our return to camp at Pres 
Yapotes in southeastern Mexico ancl the Jrve- 
pango was in full swing at the village o mile 
wy, 

It was eoed to be back again atthe familiar 
cene, The brilliant moonlight Bltering be- 
tween the vertical palm-ribbed walls of our 
thatched howe cut slices through our mo- 
quite nets os though they were loaves of brenel. 
nseen, from aotree beside the house, a gomt- 
wucker, taide amorous by the mountight, sent 
out at regulir intervals his mournful query. 
“Whe arc you?” ant from a distance came 
the faint reply, “Who are ve?” 


By Boat and Trail to Tres Aapoutes 


Tt had been a bong day. Barly ti che mare. 
Ine we had owakened tn mur favorite little 
hotel in: Tlacotaipan (map, pag® 314). Our 
hagwaye hal been stowed on Ricardo’s big dug- 
aut Inunch andl we had wound our tortuous 
way through a network of narrow channels, 
In the afternoon we had transferred) our equip 
ment too train of mules aml relden over the 
muddy trail to “Tres Zopotes (page 315). 

Here our hearts were warmed by the greet 
ines from our friends wf lust wear, The 
huapange, characteristic folk dance of Vera- 
cruz State, had been arranwed AS oa welcome 
In our honor, and the evening had been spent 
in renewing old acquaintances anc listening to 
the news, Ramen had o new balw, a Son. 
Rafaela bac been muerried. Aurelio hoc built 
a new botwse for hintwell atel his. bride, 

Viewing weariness at last, the guests of 
honer left the dance and retomed to the peace 
and quiet of our camp by the Colossal Head 


which we had unearthed the year before, The 


MFA 


dance, we knew, the night being se favorable, 
would continue until dawn. Thus we fell asleep 
with the feeling that both Nature and man 
hud given us an auspicious beginning for our 


second season of work.* 


In the Tomine we arose early to view our 
surrminidings by duvlight and were pleased to 
find the camp it as geod condition as we had! 
leit it a ear oge Dr. Philip Drucker had 
been sent in advance to put the camp inte 
shape ane to make the necessary wrraive 
menis. We expected Mr, M.A, Carriker and 
Richard Stewart, the National Geographic 
photographer, tu artive in a few duvs. Mr. 
Carriker was coming to continue the orni- 
thalogical collecting begun last season by (Dr. 
Alexander Wetmere,7 


Solving Mysteries with a Shovel 

We were filled with the enthusiasm that is 
thways present during the early divs of anew 
diz, Wook! we find anything this veur te 
compare th interest with the ately we hae 
fiscovercd the previous January, a slab which 
bers a dute equivaltat ti November 4,294 
B.C. and which is 200 wears dlder than jn 
work of man previously dated in America? 
Would we disouver anything as stoking as our 
Colossal Head ? 

Our program provided that we were ty con 
hnwe at Tres Zapotes until the ent of April, 
working out the chronology of the stratified 
deposits of pottery in the kitchen middens, 
ur refuse heapes, 

In addition, we expected to nuke a few 
exploratory rips. The southern part of the 
State of Veracrué anc the neighboring terri- 

. Mecavations butt bade sue baka Crevigeapliie Schl 
Sinthooriiun Leet itutioen Expeditiens in this rich archer. 
ilodical mvlon hav been conducted wiih the erikcpotin 
permizsaen of the Mexican (eeyermmint s 4 Sadlonal It- 
stitute cl Anthropology ana) Hosters weil thuonk< 
afe extended for the co-operation of Sen itunsen Cab, 
[Fires!tor of the Institete, anal Tne, Iytuicin WLarcprtrra, 
Wirector ai iW Departoent of Prehistoric Moonmutnrnte 

7 San “Tine overing tho ew. World's Ohiest Dated 
Work of Man.” by Mutthew W. Stifling, Sawrwiwal 
Cipher Managing, August, 1949, 


This Head, Halt 


In 9975 Feane Blom, of Tulane University 
cme tiv the enka ane fired 


Danced Taal 


mht 


henitpear, tosembling a 


tity constitute on archeolovicul area of un- 
usual importance and one which hos a definite 
bearing on the a Inherpretad in of such 
Clissical high culture areas as the Maya of 
Ceotral America, the “Aapotecon of 
nnd the Toltec and Aztec 


Mexico, 


Inhobtted before the Tome of (Christ 


Cres #npote: Teelf gives evidence of belong 
one of the longest-inhahited sites in Veracruz 
After our secund season, we feel that we now 
have a complete recor! of the humun occupa 
Lion of this site nhohme several centuries 
betore (Christ until sharthy before the Spanish 
cocu pation 

some Of the relics had been turted not only 


by earth lit by 


ora eyy 
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Exposed, Led the Expedition to the Kich La Venta Site 


Weithir-stainet tip of the fie] See 
tims Loabweram feel es other ani 
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rock, DCwentv feet below the surface we found 
refl unbroken La er cif sy ricl: Tope Two Fart thick 
This SUrOrise, Wie ff 


deposit of dark-tolerel éarth abet four feet 


eli SCS Tre, CO RT 
thick filled with pottery frugments ond fgu- 
rin: 

At other points we founel stil] other levels 
containing artifacts of enuirely different types 
cultural 
material belonging to each of these periods 

The length of time during which this sn 
cient city Hourikshed woul! make the oldest 


cities of the United! States seem vouthful. 
ise Shell mmc 


In one of the smiller mounds we made aur 
most exciting discovery of the 1 res 
Aap Les, We foun. wt a depen Se SL 


si | leet we were able to segrepate he 


Pottery Pound 
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In a Banano Pateh One of the New World's Finest Sculptures Was Found 
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nicknamed the monument the “Ohobtiplet Altar 


doaroun al pattery vessel hbeticle which was a 44a Ttesult of our intensive elfurts, Tre 
hummer Shull without the lower tow Aapotes formrm 30 [aici taunt koe site te whith 
fi i i. Py ae . Pa : ae 2 F a rs J oe 

ALT ts aretuily Clearing the earth from he work: (nthe entire TERIOn Mav Ge lated. 


aroun this deperstl we founil that it cun- 
<stietd cd | chet LLitlt Titty 1 Cl becoria le 
nourines and 12 painted pottery disks; over Ln PLN TeCUTTSSAnce Trips tn This are 


Great Stene Feee Buried to Ite Eves 


whieh were inverted bs pottery vessels of fim we recalled thal M925 an exploring espe 
ware (page 314), tion from Tulane University, headed by Frans 
Although the skull IpNrennly iarmed a Blom aod Ghver La Faree, visite! La Venta, 


j f | | - . i a a 
mart of the coche, it dicl wet seem te have bets mist cast of- the Tongla River, in nerlhiweatern 
n a n k z r : 7 al 5 i 1 
placed there tn connection with a furtal Pahasco. Here they ihscovered several inter- 


[In addition to the esthetic interest im the tine stone manuments, tor the mest pari 
iusdally fine miaiterini=-in this collection, the deeply buried. 
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infantis with aalult foes, he latier probably 
1T pal 3 Hath frock goad beotiuaa al thi 
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to the Colewtal Head of Tres 
Phe carving of the Tres Anpotes 
is very realistic and is done im the early 
aivie which archoohoenis Dave generily re 
ferred to is. Heres 
Because of the obviows importance of the 
in felation to cir 
in Veracruz, La Venta was inchided as 
an Tmipear Laaril fexture of our 1940 freld work 


B Lat wert 
First, however, we planned to visit another 
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able cimilarity 
rail ables 


Hlom-La Farge discovery in 


a 
1" soa 
ea hb a 
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to Gur attention by Mt 
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Francs Richerson 
1925 by Phe Herbert 
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the town wl Piedrac Neerns. 
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Around the =ftathn 
there was oonsicleralile 
whivity, A pumber of 
rocks filled: with chili 
[eapers. Wene [reine Lo 
lured 

Our imquirws 
Wit oe or atwin fo the &tone 


ms Wil 
nanuments were in 
vain, Hopefully we 
exhibited: piholograpins 
of two of the stones, 
taken Many Years ago, 
Aut no one Tecoenized 
them, and we bean to 
winter if ott 
wis toa be fruothes. 
Fimaly, abancimine 
hope of obtaining in 
farmiation at 
Nefras, We decided to 
continue fo derived 
Llawe girl take fur. 
ther inquiries there 
Hiring a truck thal 
chonced to be unload 
Ing at the time, wi 
Climbed in with the 
fat, cheerful driver ane 
starter over fn 
Hevably ‘rough 
desimnetl to)06ffest 6 


ver motor 


aL 1 is 4 | 
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Cars. 


Huge Mownds—and 
Wholliana of Tacks 


1G owe crept Siowly 
Along, We passer) erin pis 
of mounds that fave 
eloquent evidence of 
haw the prehistor in- 
habitants facl been jt 
thr 
a 


ie plain and the toy 


fertile 
Finally: 1 well- 
humbed phote< and exhibited them to the 
driver 

Have To seen these? 
will within three herndlited 
them. There are many more carweel 
also of the Same ploce, which is called Cerry 
de Aleaa, 
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reset eer, took oul nm 
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That was how simole it tornec! oot to be. 
Less than oa half bowr later the driver pointed 
outa group of huge mounds south or the 
rowel 

hee,” said he. ‘The lnteest is Cerro dl 
Vlesa. At the foot of that one the stones He.’ 

“The ticks are I asker 

favpoe} lly, Liner 


@ | az a i 
nv. laid. are thev? 


view ihe the tall grass ati 
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hirush between the road 
ane the mounds. 
“Na,” suid the driver, 
peeing: "When full, 
like grapes they fall off 
and no harm is done, 
There are millions— of 
theny here, however,” 

The next two days 
were the hottest of the 
aeasen, 1nd by the time 
we had finished exca- 
vating, cleaning, and 
photographing the 
twenty carved stones 
which we located, we 
had about decided that 
our next expedition 
would bt to the Arctic 
rejrionis, 

Cerro de Mesa is 
an important and in- 
teresting site. The 
mounds are very large 
and in the principal 
croup the high mounds 
are placed close toe 
gether, Micst of othe 
conical oor pyramidal 
mounds are erected oti 
immense recthheulor 
earth platforms, These 
alternate with ling lowt- 
shaped) mounds, some 
very lurge and high, 
ithers smaller. 

During our brief 
stay at Cerro de Mesa 
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we located twelve ctelae 
ind eight other carved 
monmments, Of these, 
by dar the most inter- 
esting is Stela 6, which 
contuins an early Ini- 
titl Series date in. the 
Mave icalendar inter- 


Thies Rich Archeslagical Sites in Mexicn Were Explored by 
the Nathonal Geographie-Smithsonian Expedition of 1o4) 
The circle lecuted Tris Zapotes, the base camp, ani Cerro de Mesa, both dn 


the State of Verneruz, anil the La Venta atea in Talasen, Met inipiertant 
Thacowary thin vear was an [inttin! Series date pt Cérra de Mesa, extendine 
the area of Mayu culture West and north about 50 miles bevond the herthedie 
weet finds of the 1939 expedition, The 1949 grout, fel avalm ey Matthew Wi, 
Stirling, wat in Mezicn four months. excavating, photographing, mapping. and 
studying -colownl stone heads, cirved altars, dated stelac, and early pottery. 


preted as either 206 or 
466 AL D., depending upan whether the 
Spincden or ihe Thompson correlation is used 
(jue 322). This is the sarthernmost point 
af which on Initial Series has ever been dis- 
covered, and raises to three the notmber af 
[nitial Series which now have been found in 
the State of Vernernz.* 
Well satisiied with our preliminary survey, 
* An Initial Series cote is ome which fb ceckomes) 
from the starting point of the Maya calendar, to 
ms abe treatkened {rem the birth af Christ. ft & 


thes more comprehemive amd important than othe 
supplementars wnt secondan cites simetiqned fund. 


we returned to Verarruz to prepare for our trip 
to La Vents by way of Coateacoulons. 

During. its centuries of existence Coatan- 
coaleos has had many ups and downs. Once 
an important paint for the shipping of rh 
hogany, it later became a banana Fi- 
nally otf wells were discovered in the vicinity 
and its principal industries now revolve about 
the shipping of petroleum, — 

Jueging from the early Spanish accounts, 
this entire region supported a large aboriginal 
population, but the archeology of the area 
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Leisurely “Lightning” Tukes Mrs. Stirling for a Ride 
he wife of the etneditions leader, bere an accomplished mathematicmn, borroas one of the bolls wu cl hin 
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These PFiduritics WT ay Reveu!l a New Chanter in Early American Enimneering Skill 
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is Virthally unknown. Tt Is. of exceptional 
interest, becuase it lies slong the western fringe 
of the classical Maya aréa, ancl it is in this 
revion, if omy, that the closest connections 
should be found linking the Maya with the 
nocient cultures of the Veractue cost, 

From here we traveled eastward by truck 
ever a toad which can be traversed only dur 
ing the dv season, Durinw the remainder of 
the year one cannot go from Coatzacoalens to 
Tonal except by sea. 

After crossing three huir-raising bridges, we 
reached ‘Tonali still intact (page 323), The 
town ib seutterad aeng the west bunk of the 
Tonala River just above its mouth, We ar- 
rived in the morning and, after a meal of rice 
soup and fish we hired je lanel: anid started 
up the rover of tee. 

A Trade That Cheuted Both Sides 

Four hundred and twenty-two years aun 
the ships of Grijalva, skirting southward along 
this quast, put inte the mouth of the Tonala 
River. One of the ships, in passing the shal- 
low entrance, stuck on the bur, sprang a leak, 
and was. careened for repairs, Two accounts 
of this Hah have been preserved, one written 
by the chagliin of the expedition and the other 
by. the Joubtable Bernal Diaz del Castillo, 
whe left the tost eatsfactory account of the 
conquest of Mexico. 

While at Tonula, the Spaniurds were visited 
in ao friemlly manner by Indians from w town 
four or five miles distant, who brought gifts 
of com bread, fish, und fruit. Ite return the 
Spaniards ove them glass beac ure lndicared 
by signs that they wished to (rade for gold. 
The Indians spread this mformthon, and the 
Spantirds wathersd & staal amoutl of native 
gold jewelry, 

Sean Indians come from, as tar away ns 
Ceatzacenicos to trade. Most of them car- 
ried, for ornament ond defense, hatchets 
made of brightly polished copper fitted to 
elaborately painted wooden handles. These 
hatchets the Spaniards thought to be low- 
vrade wrevded 

In the eyes of the Mexican Indians the 
mest precious substance known was jade, 
Therefore, when the Spantards produced green 
ginst beads, the Tndinns were as eager for the 
heads as were the Spaniards for the hatchets. 
As o result, more than six hundred hatchets 
changed hands in three days of feverish trac- 
ing and the Spaniards were sure they hawt all 
become rich. 

As Bernal Diaz homorously remarked, “In 
the end it turned out to be an even deal. 
Both sides were equally cheated anc] wininel 
up with nolhing- of value.” 
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While the shipe lay in the mouth of the 
Tonalé River, Diaz and other solillers visited 
the native town. To escape the swarms af 
misquitoc: he related, they slept ina temple 
atop a high mound, Uhiax had » few orange 
seeds, browgeht from Cuba, ad these he planted 
beside the temple. The seecls sprouted ond 
the young: trecs were watered and cared for 
by the priests of the temple, who saw that 
they were a new kind of plant. 

Years afterward, following the conquest of 
Mesico by Cortés, Bernal Dlaz had occasion 
to return io Tonali. He looked for his orange 
trees, the first ever planted here, and found 
them thriving. He transplanted tome and from 
these come all the oranges of that region. 

The coast for many miles on bath sides 
of the mouth of the Tonala River is fringed 
with a narrow line of sand dunes, Behind 
these for twenty miles stretches a vast maut- 
grove swamp, for the moat port uninhabited 
by man. Deep in this swamp Nature has 
formed a sandy island four or five miles in 
diateter, isolated from sll lanes of travel and 
covered with a dense jungle growth. 

Troubles of a Modern Axtee 


Fifty years ago, to this lonely spot came 
Sebastian Torres, an Aztec Indian, with his 
wile and twa young scm, Here they hewedl 
aut a clefting in the virgin forest and learned 
that the sandy soil would grow abundant 
awop. The forest teemed with ware and the 
family prospered in its jungle home. 

Sebastian become ambitions and beran to 
grow sugar cane, With a homemade wooden 
sign be manufactured brawn sugar, which 
he brought each year to Tonala for sale, 
Criiugdly he accumulated a foir sum of 
money, which be hid in his house, and was 
beginning te vistilive A luxurious existence 
for his little femily, when triwedy came. One 
nivht when the moon was full, armed hanclits 
broke into his house, killed his two sons, sunel 
took all his accumulated wealth, 

Badly wounded, Sebastiin escaped with the 
heln of his wife and returned to Tonala. 
There: he slowly recovered and several years 
later he returned to his island in the swam, 
Five years (of peaceful existence follower, 
Then he was again raided by bandits and lost 
all his possessions, 

After this experience Sebastiin decided to 
tive Up his attempt to caccumulote wealth. 
Sow, be eys, he and bis litle clin crew only 
what they need to eat. 

Sebastian's island home was our destination, 

Throughout its lower reaches the Tonala 
River is wide ond relatively shallow, bordered 
by immense manerove trees. We saw many 
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Alter making a few tmal purchases al 
Miurelle, the last seurce of supplies, we chugied 
npetream to the mouth of the Bhsillo Knver. 


Acrobatne Monkeys Entertain 


This section of the jouer i of unusual 
beauty. The Blasillo fa typical small tropr- 
cal stream of coffee-colored water, deep and 
slugetsh, danked by high juncvle growth, The 
Current & so shitht that the river reflects like 
uo turror the growth along Its sides. In. this 
undisturbed section of jungle, wild life is abun- 


Veorld. Becouse al ite fifelile 4jrpieas 
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dant and we were entertained by troops of 
monkeys pliving in the treetops by the river's 
aT Ly 

After an hours ride, we reached the point 
known as Hlosiflo. Here there were furnerty 
a few mative thatched heses. but the site 
cubseqientiiy was abwmloned, To suit 
Prise, we found osteail no pron of mewly 
erected grecn tents, lipon landing. wi 
greeted) by Rnginesr Antome Plieen, of a Alex 
Gen onl company, wita bad pitched cunp only 
two days before and wis prepMiring tie prospect 
for oll. 
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The hospitable Mexican cleared out space in 
his stotdee tent for our cots, and, instewl af 
Sleeping of alone in the funple, ps we hed 
we sal down to a frst-cliss dinner 


his (Chinese cook 


biome 9B oa lard 
prepared by 

After on evening of chatting under o. big 
POS Leh, We Were up early Le tex! 
mating anc were furtished wilh cules. ane 
Camere to Like = Oe the tral to la Venta 
[his trail passes through deep jungle, are 
His necetary to wade through wide stretches 
of swamp. Th some of Les spots pales have 
been laid across the trail bo provide o@ sonme- 
what precarious foundation in the seemonirh 
Lottoriless mud 

En about am hour the round beean to get 
higher andl we found. ourselves on dry, sane 
Small clearings planted with (orn ane 
bananas appeared, In another half hour of 
fact walking we reached 9 large clearing on 
the hirhest part of the sand island, in which 
Forres suid ‘his 
two son-in-law with their familles. 

Sehastiin wis away onoa trip, hut his son 


Stn. 


etood the houses of Senet 


in-law, Ubakio Gonzales, generously olfrred 
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nowt: our onis lnm equipment. The natives 
fda Venta soenk Aztec among themselves, 
hit they are able to speak Spanish as well, 
sow hand no cificulty inccommiunicating with 
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resent inhabitants bad eves 
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MENS WEre OVEFEFOWN WIth Junge 

We Jeane flee that on ne nichts the 
enosts (f Atontesumna ane brs court come out 
to dance and sing ond conduct ceremonies 
In the dbuncdoned plazae of the ruins. Thouwh 
we did not have the good fortune to witness 
ny of these Heiner we Wer Son Statin Ten thy 
Lrnipressee| bv the ruins themselves. 

The first of the to which Ubuilde 
comiucted ws wie an immense altar, carve! 
from basalt, which the objects 
ciacovera) try Blones partveim 1925. Th owas 
An mipressive sight, evenoin tts buried condi 


fiom, and ion obvigwts arlistic masterpiece. 
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\uohogtony Lote Supported the Giont Stels Dioring excavation 
caw Oh The 20h Cep] Lm earls ne Wael Weg), eePediin meme! kine! at ochtheilt ri 
necro jo onenver the benutifall mrved fi Lis man iti i lai Venta, ‘Tinhbéseo. i 14 feet hich 
iia! Lina wid [ui thas o third ef tts S0-ten laglk shes here (paeet AG anil 
Cloge Dy, on the opposite site of a lone fn diameter and ten feet, lang, set vertically, 
mend, Ubalia showed us the ipper portion of with no space between then, so that they 
carved: stene whith appeared likewise to be constitute a solid stone wall, South of the 
one comer Of a luried alias efore lone matin mound are three smaller structures. tw 
re had-seeq four of the monuments descnbed (of which are citcular and the third un ekin- 
Dh Blom, and several others in additien, We rated loni Shaped notin 
Were disap winter! however, thal Ubaldo 
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The centrol feature of the a hicdebeagt poz! first two aligrs Ubaldoa had shown ws TW heen 
site at La Venta & a: hug pyramid earth lL 1s fn immense rectanvular monolith with 
hound, erected an an enorme rectangulur oa thick tublelike top which projects on all 
bose mbowt one hited varil auare, the four Siete Phe weertlan on the south end 
combined heaht of the nvound and hase being: wes broken off In ancient times: bul other- 
approsumately one hundred feet wise the altar is intact (pawe 329 

Tust north of this larve miciund tf one of In the front of the altar i conved an arches 
the most interesting features of the site [ft niche, in which a life-size figure is seated 
consists of a réctluneular enclosure, 75 vards  cross-leeved He wears os hesddrex which 
long by 50 yards wide. with an. additional #s app eirs to be in the form of a faguar’s head: 
lension ten yards wide m the direction of the he bas a wide bead collar hanging over his 
mourned, Che stones which form this enclosure shoulders and a réctuneular geteet on the 


consist of cylmdrical columns, about o foot chest. 
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From (ve “cpartes clack del Dues prpay ls render bitatubiily haeties with onc of the comp cogle for & whit 
chicken, Cher equawhing birds hone bw their lews trom the strow wut 

In each hand he hold& the end ef a lorwe oowere all found in pesition in the form of 
rope whith pues round the bottom of the necklaces and arrnolete 
tliar, ‘The rope in his qvht hand rounds the ; fet / ise 
Cormier ariel 1s ‘iincherd Ti the Wrist i A Sa ted “Quintuplote SLs Iofan Sucrihiee 
igure carved in trehef on that end. Altir 2 was almeest completely buried. Upon 

Qhwer the head of the principal figiire in excavation it proved to be similar in form to 
the front i corved in relrel a laree aninml Altar |, Oho the savth end are carved In low 
head, probably o jaguar, with fangs ara) oval belie! two cestomed firures, each carrving an 
eves infant, On the north end are twe similar 

The sculptunne on this steme is of a wery figures, olen each with an infont in anne. 
high order, The postures of the. fiwures: gut In front seated fieure is carved) infill 
eisy and realistic, feeking the sriffness ancl relief, ie if emerging from the niche. This 
conventionalizatho thal) chiracterie nisl hure t+ litle site ainrl hols nut in front-af him 
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Is This an Early American Version of the “Delphic Oracle"? 
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Altar 1 Esenped the Vandala Who “larred Other La Wenta Relics 


Hi 4 


eee ne 


the anent Indinh 


transported Gib 
nile: er ner 7 


[eay, Le A firvete 


Wwe commen in Central Ampriga tio throw ao eur 


[mize field) his father was working. 
l went with him toa point in the forest about 
a half mitt away, and one alter another he 
Shwe me Lire noid propecting stones in a 
line about thirty yards apart: T felt confident 
fram. their appearance that we had here thres 
more cOlossal heads 

While Stewart and [| were-kept busy loca 
Ine, ACA VALIN, unl photowrap ing the orien 
Mics. Stirling wos having her house 
keeping probleme: 

the three heowses in the group oteupled 
hy Whaldo sod his family, half of one wns 
then up twa shtine coniaining an image ol 
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relizigus Indian. Every evening he and his 
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Loover of titoration [page 324) 
little other material pvailable for this purpose. 

Besides plates ancl kitchen wtensils, we had 
brought to La Venta a small portable gasoline 
stave, This served very well for two days, 
but then it melted tts humer asa result of a 
smi! leak an wet only mobned ttself hawt came 
very closé to burning up the howse and the 
necupants, too, Because of this mishap, Mrs: 
Slitting was compelled to do the cooking. jin 
nitive fashion wer three logs placed end to 
enc on the floor. 
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Aiter we had been entertained with storie 
olde and adventure im La Venta, we recetred 
many Queries conceming cir own country, 
Don Sebustiin was particularly eager to know 
fo we had pies and chickens in our country 
and if so whether they were not much larger 
than the ones his people We az. 
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things in our country were correspondingly big 
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On the Cortés Trail 


By Lavi. MaRpES 


MP ith [lestrations from Photographs dy the futher 


—j Peak of Orianba, Mecsico’s highest moun- 
tain, was already visible, hanging pallid 
and wraithlike in the moist air of early morn- 
ing, Detached from the herieon, it foated 
hich over the Gulf of Mexico, like one af 
those white und silver pinnacles that rise 
mistily in the background of old Janunese 
scrolls, 

So it may have appeared to hardy Hernian 
Cortes and his 3508 fellow-adventurere when, 
om that Holy Thursday four centuries aga, 
they cost anchor off the parched sand) dunes 
of what Is now Veracruz, 

There they landed, to prepare for the auda- 
Claws inkand march whose nearly foreotteri 
route T bad come ta follow. That devious 
trail was to lead me through three climates: 
from tropical Verucrie upward through rising 
temperate Country to the snows and icy gales 
of Popocutepetl's summit, nearly 15,000 feet 
above the sea, 

Bernal Diaz del Castillo, seldier-chronicler 
at the exmedition, wrote an evewitness account 
Of the conquest of Mexico. T had read his 
original manuscript, stil) preserved) in the 
municipal archives im Guatemala, Tt minde 
mo wont to see for myself the country through 
which the Spaniards purser). | 

Porting over old) documents and histories, | 
piiceled out the route followed more thin 400 
vears ago in that incredible cavalcade of con- 
quest (map, pages 335-9). 


Solemn Samuel Crives Warning 


Ashore in Veracruz, | found Samuel, who 
had driven down fram the capital and was 
setking a return puissenger. 

Later, when onder the cloisterlike arcade 
of o sidewalk cafe I told him | needed a 
chauffeur and veneral guide, he produced let- 
ters of recommendation from other “North 
Americans” Over lukewarm lime: Juice: and 
water we discussed my itinerary. 

“Clearly,” Samuel observed tn unhurried 
uniand Spanish, “one does mot go to all phese 
places in the autamabile.” 

“To some pluces [Tl go on horse," T re- 
plied, 

With. the city Mexican's acquited horror of 
such primitive meabs of travel, he become 
volubly concerned, 

There remain many bandits in the retired 
places,” he warned me. “Moreover, it is 


Brees sixty totes at sea the snow-clad 
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now the time of tains: One does mot tnivel 
in the rains.” 

But at times, as Cortés found, one must 
“travel in the mins,” ancl Samuel at last cor- 
ceeded grudgingly that it might be done; we 
would start as soon as he could prepare car 
and equipment. . 

That night Veracrus sink slowly into the 
sultry depths of a midsummer night on the 
Gulf, A water-front lounger pointed out to 
me the shadowy hulk of the island fortress 
of San Juan de Ulin, whose lights snoked 
yellowly across. the oly swell (Color Plate | 
and page 541), 

Landing there on St. John’s: Day in 1518. 
Juan de Grijalva, predecessor of Cortes, asked 
his interpreter the name of the mainlund’s 
ruling tribe, ““ColhGa,’ answered the guide 
pointing landward, Grijalva’s sailors addled 
their corruption of this word to the name of 
the suint, calling the reef St, John of Ulin. 


Grim Iste of Sacrifice Guides Ships 


Somewhere off in the darkness lay the 
slipper-shaped Island of Sacrifices, where 
shocked Spaniards first saw dismembered 
bodies of human sacrificial victims. Now T 
caught the fugitive gleam of its lighthouse, 
beckoning intermittently to passing ships in 
white, red, and green, 

The pulsating beat of drums from bevonil 
the southern breakwater said in irregular ac- 
cents that Veracruz wis dancing the dgnsdn ; 
dancing it, us the local saving goes, “on a 
handkerchief.” For the couple performing 
this slow version of the better known rumbia 
Totate monotony Mm o food spat. 

Early next morning Samuel and [| went in 
a clattering gasoline launch to San Juan de 
Ulta. The massive pile is no longer a parri- 
some fort, nor a political prison, Machine 
shop and foundry for shipbuliding and repair- 
int have replaced the cannons ahd muskets 
that once greeted such visitors as Sir Francis 
Drake and his contemporaries, 


Apparition of a Forse 


We drove by night along the north beach at 
Veracruz, On this natural drill ground Cortes, 
to impress emissaries of Montezuma, the Aster 
emperor, held a review of hie 1thorse cavalry. 
Two by two, the Spanish horsemen charged 
past the marveling messengers of the despotic 
ruler (Plate 1). 
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Cried This Vender, ond Indeed They Were Hot Cakes 


Thtnhking she woe ronesetine some Mesican deh on her charectal-hented bron plote, the author ap 
nrooched cond aatrmfesd ber wares, They proved te be poncales worthy ‘te grom the breykias tale o 
the thos! esbcting northerner, Thre term “yok cppecgen i the phonetic Spanish equivalent of our United 
Stutes “hint ene lwit os in (Cobo Trish shew becomes “arietu™ afd roneshorgerun ip “ronechiflon.” 


Never before this expedition had the west- 
eto mainland seen a horse, and extravagant 
ideed were the reports sent to the copritial 
Artist-reporters, making pictorial records on 
the spot, represented man 
terrifying foir-leerer) crepture 

The present port of Veracruz’ (True (rns) 
is om the spot where the Spaniards landed on 
Rul Since bhern i 
been mowed three tlmes: first up the coast to 
a place calied Chuiahuitatian, then anuthware 
avain to what is now Antiriia Veratruz [n- 
(ay th stam oppesite the neef of Sar Juan 
ce Ulu once more: 

Antipua WVerncrugz, third location of the 
first Spanish town on the muintand, ies one 
hour bw marow-gauge trin from the tmoclern 
The villaee iteclf tf on the other sicle 
of the Antivua Raver, which bac been enn 
mousy svete Liv recenl heey Thins. While 
Wwe waited for a ducout Caner to ferry Hs cient 
the coffee-colire!l tloowl, Lhe olier of THY Two 
cuitles uskel, deferentially, “Would the senor 
engineer mind saving what purpose he had 
in visiting Antwau? 

Te him, tay appearances find. paraphemuatia 
comoted the rund Person pecole of the intenar 
regularly see from the “outside —-the civil 


Ww beast os one 
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engineer. Aly camera tripe! natives inWwarl- 
ably thaueht to be a surveyor’s transit, So, 
thirouehawt my travels in Mexico, T remained 
tr. Enuineer.” 

In the shady main street the village carpen- 
. He psec planes mace of zapote 


ter was busy 

blocks: ‘cut from the widesprrading tree at his 
door. ‘Phas wood is sq hare th tun the ax: 
ay heavy it will not float. In mined Maya 


temples: in’ Vuientin | fod seen door Inmtels, 
made of zapote, which after more than” thow- 
mtd years were Still supporting their tremen- 
dous burdens of stone 


On the Coortes “Pron by Vlotor 


Next morning Samuel anc 7 left Veracruz 
by automobile an the trail of Cortes, Por 
40 miles the rood Fan, bwisting, stramhtenine, 
and looping again, to Puente Nacional. We 
Had hoped te drive ta Cempoalla, where Cortes 
muke his first allies In Mexico, those plies 
é hud nrened eo helboiul and ftorthtul Haut 
heavy rains had made country rend impiasss- 
to reach the town [ had to travel by 
rail. dugout canoe, arid an font 

They: spell the name of the modern villige 
Zcmponio now, bot tte fairest ot |e pyrumit- 
temple remiin olinest wa they were in pre- 








Ril + 
Lie aL 
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Congdest tines, Two of the a still 
show their stepped, setback conseruction <lis- 
incthy, atid ene netiins mest of its snioith 
outer conting Of plaster (page J). 

Here Cortes found friends: the Cempoallans 
fed and housed him anc hie men, furnished! 
hint with many warrters, and guided him 
through <diffcult country to the fabled Valley 
of Mexivn, 

Amin wits tending cattle in the brash-cov- 
ered plaza enclosed by the masonry mourns, 
His was a tual roles he introduced himaell as 
the municipal secretary of Zempoaks 

“| too, have interest in the old hhistary af 
Acmpania.” he affirmed. “Over there,’ paint- 
Ine, “on the topmost ter of that pyramid, 
Cortés captured Paintilo de Narvaes, who had 
heen sent with o large force by the wovernor 
of Cuba to take command of Cortes's litthe 
army. Don Bemande marched down from 
the hivhlands with o picked squid ond 


airprised Narvier in fis sleep one raimy 
night.” 
The herder-secrélary wos ope of many 


humbly situated men who throughout the trip 
astonished me with detailed and accurate 
kena elite if hocal history, 

Returning to the ville, we stopped at the 
low-lying thatchea) house of the secretary, 
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“Wour house,” he said os we entered, with the 
courtly Castilian phrase of the Spanish-speah- 
ing countries. 


Wily Cortés Seuttled His Ships 


“Old bovks <ay that while in Cempoafla,” 
my hest related, “Cortes decided to destroy 
his ships. He sent sume truste) captains te 
Veracruz te scuttle the vessels—they were not 
burned, o& popular tradition says, Hy this 
munkuver crafty Dun Hernando strengthened 
his fittle force with the hundred sailors and 
nilots of the fleet, and cut off-all retreat of the 
grumbling element in his army," 

While we talked, the sky had been steadily 
darkening. and now, in the sudden awiit way 
of the hot countries, the pain teem. 

“Vu mist have how,” my heat said. ‘This 
water will make the river rise and jeave the 
trad deeper im mudd.” 

Rails were preferable to muddy roads. Ry 
gasoline rail car and then by train, I journeyed 
coward! Jalina where Samuel was waiting with 
the autornobile, 

Jalapa, capital of ‘the Staite of Veracruz, 
hams on a mountains shelf between the 
costal lowlands and the heihts of the Sierra. 
The narrow-gauge railreae) labored upward in 
warilerina, far-flung lowes. 
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ht was dork when we entered the coffee 
growing-iirea. Throweh the open windows of 
the Jast couch, of which T was the sole puis 
senger, can the delicate scent of short-lived 
coffee Lliwesorns. 

When we stepped for five minutes at o way 
station close to Jalapa,] got off fo-stretch my 
legs. The stutien platform was a feebly 
lighted islamd in a sea of darkness, on whose 
fringe appeared dimly the first ranks of a 
cultivated jungle of coffer bushes and. their 
umbretlitike shade trees, 

Paddle-shapel levees of banana plants 
Clicked softly in the night breeze, und in. the 
deeper darkness of the valleys and hollows 
below ws, teyrinds of fireflies wove intricate 
pattems of gleaming points. 


A Lanky Texun Jos the Trek 


Staving at my hotel in Jalapa were two 
Americans, students at the summer school of 
the University of Alesicn. One of them, 
Homer Rogers, fencing master al Baylor Uni- 
versity it “Texas, offered to accompany tie. on 
my journey, IT acerptedd gladly, for now the 
route was lonely whore it led tote the meoun- 
tains from Jalapa, amt could be negotiated 
only on horse, or mule-back beyond Nace, 

In the market place in Jalapa, Rogers and 
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T bought short rubber-coated pouchitis for we 
on the rainy mountain trails ahewi, long- 
bladed machetes—nade in Conmectiout—for 
cutting brush, and pinch-waisted brown gourds 
to be made into water bottles, 


Hotels “Disappear” of Night 


On my return from a late walk T had difii- 

culty getting into mv hetel, as [ had for- 
gotten the general custom in Latin-American 
countries of locking the doors of hotels as 
well a4 private residences at night. After the 
niivie or a late romble, it is neorssary to 
knock or ring for the porter, who may, like 
one T had seen in Goaternuila, sleep just “inside 
the door and release the bolt without rising 
by pulling on string tied to his great toe. 

Samuel left us-at the railroad station next 
morning, he was to drive on te Perote, 

“Td like to hear a-summary of Cortes's ex- 
pedition.” remarked Homer as our train pufted 
alone. “You know, L core dn halfway through 
the show, so te speak.” 

“Briefly, this is what happened, Tn 13519 
Cortés was commissioned by Dew Velasquez, 
governor of Cuba, to lead on expedition 10 the 
recently discoveral malnlind of Yucatan. He 
and his men sailed from Habana in. eleven 
ships: with 16 horses and S08 soldiers, 
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Papachula on the Guatemalan 
chirping, whistling, tanec] 
mtutind faroen, 

The Aico visited by Cortés is not the Aico 
of today: ruin= oof the original site, now called 
Aico Viejo, lie on a rocky escarpment above 
the modern town, Aico Viejo.is thought to be 
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nd sail powdbve te our mule drivers, whe 
Were starting back. to Nico at ance, 

While our supper was being prepared, 
Homer and: 1 went to lock for horses for the 
next day's journey. Tt was necessary, it 
seemed, to deal with the municipal president 
himself in Ixhuncan, We found him in the 
weel-erowit plaza, talking with a eroup of 
the Jeacing citizens, 

We invited the president and his vide to 
have supper with uw. At our loditing place 
we had facos—spicy minced meat rolled in a 
tortilly fried hard; frijofer rejritic—twice- 
fried beans made into ¢ dark-enlore) paste: 
and well-heaten Gnnomon-ilavored chocolate, 

“Gentlemen,” said the president after the 
nea, “To am glad to hear that it is. in 
the history books that the Spaniards. passed 
through Ixhuacaon, for I have heart) it said 
that it was sm. “There is a story that before 
ritering this village Heroin Cortes, uncertain 
of his reception, fired two shots from one of 
his bronze cannon. While the echoes still 
crash) in the hills, our leaders hastened cut 
to assure the Spaniards they would be well 
treated! paul supplied with provisions and an 
armed escort.” 

He used the “oir as if these thines had 
happened the week before, and as if his lomg- 
dead ancestors were living. relatives, 

Village of the Weavers 

West morning we tile on to Ayahualulco, 
Villawe of the weavers of white sore per (shawl 
like blankets), | 

We asker at the first general store for the 
snipe weiiver whose name Hod Kew vive us 
by the municipal president of Ixhuacdan. Te 
was in his shop close by. Yes, he said, he 
acl one surape woven of the white undyed 
wool, It was a lange one, and when T had put 
my heal throwgh the central slit. it hing 
down over rider and hore like 9 shred. 
Given a pumpkin and a fleeter steed, [| might 
this arrayed have put to flight a Mexican 
Ichabod Crane, 

AL tye welock we topped the height of the 
pass, 9900 feet above sea level by aur packet 
altimeter, For a while the grassy downward 
‘lope was dotted with variegated: star-shaped 
flowers, delicate points of pink, vellow, ane 
blue, 

When we had left the pine trees beliind and 
the mountainside fell more sharply away, we 
saw below us.the walled Hacientle To Goria, 
sometimes culled Cusautetolinan, We hal 
planned jo spend the night here, but an empty 
provisions truck was returning to Perote that 
tight, und we tele there vin San Antonio 
Liman. 


The National Geographic Magazine 


TN was late when we koocked on the dor 
of the Hotel Juarez in Perete, but the pre 
prietor himself let us ing He wore a hat 
wink collar, a walrus mustache, and ai 35 
Cot, Yes, Samuel was there ond already 
alten, 

After breakfast nest day Samuel took us to 
a street down which we could see the Cofre de 
Perote fi the clear moming air, “This moun- 
ton, calle) Nauhchampatepet! (Square Moun- 
tain] by the Aztecs, was su nonwd because of 
the fat-sided prominence that forms its sum- 
mit. 

Music was issuing from a place where pol- 
que, the fermented agave juloe elrink, is sole. 
We went in. 

A stolid sharp-featured Indinn with a face 
the oolor of rust pluckerd a multi-stringed harp 
with the precise touch of on automaton, His 
taller fellow artist scraped o metal rod me- 
vhanically along the site of a ringing iron 
spiral. The latter instrument was new to me. 
With the tine Mexican feeling for epithet, they 
called it the chicderra, the cieadi or locust, 

“Ad Lib” Singme Contest 

The orchestra's chief auditors and ¢o-per- 
formers were two: o solilier from the near-liy 
barracks anid a small Indian in from the out- 
lying bills for the week-tnd marketing. When 
we entered they were engaged in a bout of 
words andl qyusie. 

The Witthe Tnelian, singing stridently to the 
accompaniment of the plingent harp and oil, 
Seemed to hae the ecle con his befucllled spl- 
dier frien. The latter sang vaguely of mill- 
lary prowess, while the Indian retarted some- 
what in thic manner: 

A deer of the Siete am 1 
Lnaiimaid af solcers’ bogete; 


Of Foon pir’ sriles-] um shy’, 
Anil of hunters’ basing heety 


There was music that night in the plaza, 
too: music by the town orchestra, ane public 
dancme. “The melancholy player of the boss 
tuba had apparently at one time damaged the 
bell of his instrument. He had replaced it 
with a neathy soldered old-fashioned “morn- 
int glory” phonegraph hern, whenee now 
issued the lugubrious rhythm of a waltz popu- 
Tar in Miaximilien’s’ time, 

Farthyuake Interrupts Lily Pons 


Perote hac motion pictures once a week, and 
this was the night. In the small auditorium, 
equipped with the lutest-type sound and pro- 
jection appargtus, they were showing “The 
Girl from Paris.” with our glorious Lily Pans, 

Hallway through the picture, just as Mile, 
Pons began “The Blue Danube," « terrific 
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concussiun rocker) the theater. Tt was as uf 
the mighty foot of 4 displeased deity had 
squarely kicked the building. The projector 
stopped pod the fights went out, Repeated 
shocks shook the theater, Women screamed 
ancl men shouted in the darkness, Cher the 
tiprair a magnified voice thundered redun- 
duntly, “Calm is needed. Calm, calm!” 1 
was the manager speaking through the sound 
amplifier, After a minute and forty seconds, 
the earth tremors suddenly ceased], leaving an 
attticlimactic silence. 

“Keep your seats’ 
STLITHe 
doors are unlocked. Besides,” it added pile 
sophically, “no one escapes his fate.” 

That same earthquake laid the town of 
Maltrata, fifty miles to the south, in ruins: 
sore were killed und three times that abe 
injured when walls and roofs collapsed as if 
made of tay building hhacks. 

Terrified survivers reported that at the 
height of the seismic disturbance the Peak ol 
Orizaba spat fire (page 336) 

“Throughout the Republic damages amounted 
ta hundreds af thousands of dollars, Yet chat 
nivht-in Perote the show went on and Lily 
Pons: finished her song. 

At ‘Tesiutlin, where we drove the next 
day, the left-hand tower of the church had 
toppled over during the earthquake. 

Here we took leave of Sane, 

“Be careful, sirs,” he ailmonished as, “ow 
you go inte the interior in cariest, Go with 
care; plek your guides well. 
in Tlaxcala” | 

“Unit she?” (Who knows?) gloomily 
ecreeghedl Murina, swinging head downward 
in her-cage. “These were ber first words; tn 
the course of time they proved te be her entire 
vocabulary. 

Driving back through Perote, Samuel would 
he there the next afternoon: i) would take is 
four davs, niaking our westward swing chietly 
on horseback. 


Soortincial Searchourd of Skulls 


In the Hotel Central that nieht, Homer anil 
[ were still wondering how we would get to 
Tlatlaugui (Tlatlouquitepec), still farther to 
the northwest, Willhimn Prescott, historian of 
the Conquest, says Tiatlauqui is the Cocotlan 
of Bernal Diaz, It was in Corotlan that ob- 
servant Hernal first aw the rock of rails on 
which skulls of human-saccificial victims were 
strung. He counted more than a huredred 
thoukand skulls on, one erisly testimonial to 
Aztec piety! 

“TL repeat," he <ays, “there were more than 
one hundred) thowsaned.” 


* the metallic wore re 


“There is no need for panic; all the 


We shall meet 
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It developed. that there was a rudimentary 
red) to “Thitinwgot from ‘Tesotlan, ond early 
the next morning the botel porter carne to aay 
that he had found someane with a cir who 
would drive us ower it, 

Thisuqui had an almest deserted sir; it 
seemed large for its meaper population. Its 
pleasant Hotel Soledad bad a patio garden 
delightlully Alled with flowers. Just outsicle 
qur door was of lorge flowering fliripendie 
bush, hung with heavy-scented white trumpet- 
shaped blocs. 3 

The proprictor of the hotel had an orchard 
in which he grew apples nearly the size of 
coconuts, We stowed some of these in our 
knapsack: while they lasted they ocdded va- 
riety to the ni-fruit-or-greens diet of the 
Mestcan highlands. 


Kiver Mixes Gunpowder 


We wanted to visit Zautl becousé Are! 
P, Maouislay, English translater of Bernal 
Diae's history, says Aautli was probably the 
Cocetlin of the lith-century reporter, and 
not Tlathiuqui, a5 Irescott thought, 

On the way, by borseback, we saw in a 
brook creaking ‘device like a water wheel 
slowly turming a blackened key. 

“Tt 4 used to mix gunpowder for making 
fireworks,” said Gilberto. “About a yeur ago 
two men were killed in this village by an ex: 
Vesoen of cunpowder they were milsine hy 

nd, Now they let the current do the work, 
out here away from all habitations.” 

Mexicans are skilled in the manufacture of 
imeworks, and no place is without its respected 
maker of festive rockets, 

At Zoutla, Gilberto, our muleteer and guide, 
Look: us: to the howe of a relative. The latter 
furniched we food, but no information ef the 
skill rack that existe! bere if. Zautl, was 
infeed the Cocothin mentioned by “our 
Hernal,” Our host said the only cadeweras 
(skulls) of which he knew in Zautla were 
walking ones, This was a pun; im, Mexico 
4 mane line cafaeerd is in) colloquial soeech 

a Don Jion—one who is much. in favor with 
Women, 

It -was nearly ten When we pode into Ixta- 
camaxtithin, No soand heralded our entry 
dave the grating af our herses’ metalshod 
feet on random cobbles, Heavy double-leaved 
doors were stiut and no light showed in all the 
murky length of the street down which we 
rovle, 








“Hobson's Chote” of Beds 


Ciiberta intuitively Incated the inn in the 
obscurity sane pounded on iis tightly fastened 
great door, “An old worn porleyed briefly 
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Ina Perote Movie Howse the Awthor Sat Through an Earthquake 


aiter tlie pemoed cil 


Sheer tls 
Lreriyerry 
a few tiknwhes Eh 


hire 


ahaiik Sr Ba, rrnerercict | 


thirwigh a crack, then swung open the deus 
Li udteret ts aindl eur henests" to lodging for the 
nihil 

In the wavering coches of light from three 
candles we ate the cnmmipresent eves ancl beais 
and watched our beds being made up 
was dite a hieh tolled rowel pie: the ather 
wes made oof three dong benches pulled te 
ether anil caper! with a blinket. Hemmer 
und | toesed a coins | won—thiat is, P won the 
privilege of sleeping on what we thowment to 
te’ Lhe more eumiptwedies fench-led.  Uiberta 
retired to the interior of the house with his 
Animals, 

For Alarina we fixed o hook high wp on 
the wall. out of reach of riirniied- 
ing fois 

Fven the thick sarape gal a 
Of dlaviime wear could fol entirely. keep out 


Chee 


ries tole 


a 








the motiniain chill Then | discoveted that 
of the three benches on whieh | lay, the 
center ooe wie highest; oo matter which 
way J turned | rolhed aff that woelen bick- 
lit 


it grav six o'clock we arese, The off 
won wave ts a bee breteletiest somel wae pskid 
fr bout the town's past, 


| Ireet écene was photographed. the town woe pockial tw o 
Lights wont wut al the motion picture theater ani repoiter| shocks 
While Ferote esupel with a few crockell walls, Maltraty, 30 mile 
Waitt debe ie rus, with store: kifhel and injured (page FAH) 


1 the clothes 


vhHeot eurih 
hook the liilding iui alter 


“The old [xtacamaxtitlin wos up there, 
Enineer, said the old wom, pointing i a 
high mes af brown rook: that thrust ifs iat 
head foment of feet above the valley oor 

"There cere un there mane rutied! byentpees 
am aocove in which there is an idol, (My-son 
has chimed the hill aid ceen these things.” 

What the old woman ‘said i confirmed by 
the histories, When Cortes cume he found 
the chief living in oa palace ato the high 
plateau with his prmeipal men and retinue. 
Chriniclers say that five or six thousand peo- 
Ole lived up there, and that nuinw more made 
their home m the villey below, 

Cartes stayed bere three clsys, then set out 
for the farniows citv of “Tlexcala, tu which he 
hil alrearly sent messengers bearing o letter 
‘a fludiy red Flemish hat, such as was 
Wee el ave, toe, 


free 
then worn.” 


A Madern Quixere and His Squire 


‘This time 7 drew a white mule. iin animal 
eo smull that [ had to Tit my feet whenever 
we chime to aorock outcropping im thie trail, 
[am about six feet tall, yet Homer topped me 
by three inches, and his was by right abwoys 
the loreer onto, 


(§n the Cortes Frail 


al 
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Hung by the Neck in the Wlaim Street of Chaleo, Judas Goes Up in Smoke As Watchers Flee 


Ty jf on old Mestran custom te burn such efiges om (iood Friday 
tinned fool. beer, and fireworks. 


wae stuffed with sweets 
finally Viagred 


With o 14 Veurohl nephew of the old 
workin as our guice, we started over the high 
fidge that lav between us and Tlaxcala. 

Aatride the stall white mole andl shrouwdéd 
Lf ny Avahoalulen ST ae, Hone ambi | 
lovked like an envelope! Sancho Panes te his 
lank Don Quisete, And melee tL might hive 
been a scene from the Sierra Morena adven- 
tures of the gangling macman, olthogn I 
lacked many inches’ of girth and ratundity 
and Homer 2 lancve, mates, wel a barber's 
basin to complete the picture. 

Somewhere along our trail were said to be 
the remams of Thiwcala’s farneus wall, liuilt 
In pre-Cortes times as o defense against at- 
lacking. Avtecs from the Valley of Mexico, 
Tlawala was an independent republic at the 
tire the Spaniards cane, nid wowed unceasing 
rar against Alonlemima 

The moins of the wall of Tlaxcala, an en- 
circling feat of engineering which bas been 
compared, in its tunction of keeping out in- 
vaders, Io the Great Wall of Ching, gre not 
marked on government archeclogicul muayss, 
yet Miaudsiay and others say they still exist, 
Though we looked fer the ruins we fond 
nothing, aod the occastonnl natives we met 
Hisclaimed all knowledge af therm, 


with a, kil bane, seatterin# fis stulfins 


In thin coe Ue scareew figure 
After much popping anid amoking, the uirmmy 
All rust! back to sorankle for chibce bit 


At 10,000 feet by our altimeter we entered 
a clinging blanket of dank rain cloud. Hefore 
long it began to ram, cold, persistent down- 
reur that congested all sensation. T wondered 
when we would get to Terrenate 

“eOnicn ibe?" screamel Marina. 

[ took ber under ny sarape where she con- 
tentedly cherped the rest of the jowmey. 

Bevo Terrenste we found o trick Inad- 
ing squat hogsheads of padgae, tor this region 
epeciilizes in the cultivation of the mawuey, 
the sharp-leaved plant tram which the national 
drink ts tande ( T'late A-), 

The driver said he would gladly take us ta 
Huamonila, but that we would have to ride 
an the open platiorm with the round-belhied 
pulque barrels. 

Si We ehterds! Tlisenla, the Land of ‘Tor- 
Hllas. jogging and humping through the tain 
with @ loud of eet, as Aztecs called fennented 
juice of the American apave. 

Tloxcaluns Battled Cortes 

Cortes did not easily win the fricodshin of 
the “Thikcalans, They fousht hon in several 
battles before ackniwhedging hl leadership 
am joie fs march on Alexico, One of 
the Tloxcalan council, Ateohtencatl, aged and 
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Past Smoking. Mountatn the Spanish Conquerors Maurched to Chaloo 
Ir this early Mexican drawing lootprints and horseshoe crescents denote the pasmage of Lhe army. The 
horwmin ripresecnis the Siuntards, the three chicts their Indian allio, and the porter their native heeeage 
carriers, The arlzirial Livnen ile Tiaxcal thuppeaee! from the Tlasciki city boll during Moxieiliat'’s reien, 
From w duplicate, printed copies were made by the Mexican Government ip 1882, and the one trom which 


these reproductions were taken ia now in the Library: of Cumgress: a1 Washington, TD, C 


fee “In the 


Empire of the Aviees,” by Frank A. Hy. Roberts, SApiosaL Geacnarnie Magarin. June. 1947.) 


nearly blind, voted for peace. His son, Xicoh- 
fencull the vounger, wanted to exterminate 
the Spaniards, and even after the peace treaty 
was constantly relediious, 

In Huamantla that night we hada Iote 
supper in the kitchen of a small inn, where 
rows of red carthenware cooking vessels hung 
in dwindling recession along the smoky walls, 
Famous testaurants in America loudly pro- 
claim the distinction of charcoal cooking: in 
rural Mexico itis bard to find food prepared 
in any other manner, “The average Mexican 
country cuisine has littl variety, but much 
flavor. 

Montezuma for Congress 


Painted blatantly on a wall at the edge of 
the modem town af ‘Tlaxcala wae. streamer 


cin advocating “A, Montezuma” for deputy 


to the Federal Legislature! Later we learned 


that there were two brothers Montezuma in 
town: ene achieved the office and even now 
sal in session in the city over which his two 
ancient nameenkes had ruled. 

Private enterprise bas built the cluoborate 
hotel in Tlaxcala, a modernistic building that 
cascades splendidly down. o terraced hillside 
and flaunts an Olympic swimming pool, jat- 
alai courts, and tennis grounrls in) a semitropi 
cal garden setting. Here Samuel, Homer, and 
| held a reunicn, 

Samuel hud learned some of the towns 
sithis: He took ws to the (church of San Fran- 
cisco, built in $321, En it ts a tmenalithic 
stone font “in which, on inscription says, 
four chiefs of Tlaxcala were baptized when 
they made peact with the Spaniards andt— 
outwardly ot least—accypted their religion 
(page 359), | 

Every Mexican town has its market place, 


On the Cortes. Trail 


a ee 





| yemogttayated 
que tlatoque 





oo cae EL, 


i. 5 . B . 
Se ey : 
= a A. 28 
i 7 
ts 











oa9 







(Coortes Looks On os o Peiewt Baptives Warlike Tlaxealan Chiefs 
Thiet ecene fromthe Chien de Tlaecala, o Mexican eodin mike ahortly after the Cancqucst, ahows (lig 


| The congeerop is seater) friecht) helding aled) 9 cructie: behind 
him his Dillan misteessintepreler, Marina, and a soldier, Activ aa cotllathers with Cortés wore three 
trusted captains: Petro de Alviarade, Cronzaly dy Sandaval, aml Crstihal de Olid Om the wall himeapes- thie 
Picture of the Virgin cacciod durin the tampoien. The becom! soya: “Thos the chiefs were baystieedl” 
Alter the Struiniarts fad mde an ally of the title mpullle, the lilowdy jlo of Thaunala wore remem 
and replaced hy the creas A fierce is a clocument written an cloth, 


Minin of four ciacigied (ohiefa) 


tographers ace leat in the wilds of the Sierra 


hut that of Tlaxcna is imusually unsemsiled bv 
urban influence, Here in sir rlispilaw 
are the miultitudinews products of a fertile re- 
gion (Mintes FV and Vi. Thourh Thixcala 
means the “Land of Tortillas,” maguey cul- 
tire is mast in evidenor throwcheut the tiny 
State, aml here were many products of this 
versatile plant: new yellow rope, lonely waven 
siddicbags and pouches, pulque, and the fat 
“worms of the maroey.” These are q sert 
of catenullar, whieh | found delicious when 
fried, tasting like crisp potato chips. 


“Lost t" 


Ae we sat down the nest morning to on 
exotic United Stutes breakiast of ham ane 
ees. we listened to the news wnnuwneer lori 
casting from the capital. 

“Attention!” he said. “The headquarters 
Of police advises us that two Anverlcan pho- 


de Puebla, The wife of Samuel Revilly, as- 
stain aml chauffeur traveline with them, 
‘denounced’ to the polige a short while avo 
that she feats they may have been captured 
by bandits, or are wandering lot, without 
fond and water, through the impenetrabile 
thickers of aur remotest highlands.” 

At first the import of this’ announcement 
did not penetrate. ‘Then the announcer mer- 
liane) my name and J tume|el to Samuel tn 
SUTpTist. 

“Oh, senor, he saith “my wife must heave 
wottied at not hearing from me for sw Jong,” 

“Why havent vou ovritten ber?” [ asked, 

“Lod write,” he countered, and added, 
“trom: Veracmiz.” 

“But that was wees apo,” T said. “What 
have you been doing while waiting for me all 
alone the rome?" | 
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He spread his hands characteristically. 

“There always seemed to be something to du, 

T saw: the sights durin thie day, aid at wight 
there were always calling.” 

At night there were always “reasters.” Such 
is the Mexican collequinlism for the custom 
of gathering aeroup of friends and going from 
house to hows, serenading the belles of the 
own. While Samuel sang and plucked « lan- 
guid guitar, fears for our safety had mounted 
In the capital. 

lit was ironical that we should be thought 
Jost dr held for ransom as we breakfasted in 
the luxury of fresh, white napery, unbendable 
silver, and tiled floors. 1 told Sunmel to call 
his home by lene distance, 

AS we appireuched (Cholula, the sacred town 
of Quetaleoat], the Oreen-feathered Serpent, 
we cowl) see the towers of the church atop 
the famed Pyramid of Cholula: (page 357). 

‘The Cholula peramid is now covered with 
earth and grown over with herbage mn trees, 
Nevertheless, this irregular mound was once 
the most famous feorall? (house of gol) in 
Mexico, as excovidions revealing its former 
magniicence have proved, 

For here was the center and Mecca of the 
colt of the plumed serpent, that legendary 
god of the air whe brought culture and the 
arts to Mexico ane Central America. Ln the 
Valley of Mexico. he was Quetzalooutl; in 
Vucatin the Mava knew him as Kukulcan; 
and in Guatemala the Quich+Mayya wor- 
shiped his protatype, Gilcumatz. 

Al] mean “green-feathered” or “quetzal- 
feathered serpent,” and all represent a bearded 
white aul with whom Cortes and bis men were 
associated by the Mexicans. 

“City of Churches” Scene of Moussicre 

We climbed o curving fight of bread stone 
ates to the tat tup of the pyramid of (uel 
doleoutl, where the temple of another Deity 
now lifts its twin towers, From the sumoit 
are visible many of the 364 churches popular 
tradition ascribes to the Cholula district. By 
keepine close watch of the religious calendar, 
one tay eo th the festival of some saint every 
tay in the veer al one of these churches, which 
are supposedly bolt on the site of pre-His- 
wane pyTamie d-temples. Twas unable to lean 
What the piows Cholulan does on the twenty: 
ninth of Pebroary. 

In a courtyard pear the peeat pyramid or- 
curred one of the blackest) incidents of the Con- 
quest. Having made allics of the Tlaxcilans 
by force of gms, Cortés marched with an army 
of them to newhboring Choluln,a then power- 
ful city friendly to Monteturni, 

While quartered! there he learned of & plan 
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instigated by the Aztec emperor to attack 
and destroy the Spaniards. Corté assembled 
the principal men of Cholula in the great 
walled courtyard an) formally accused them of 
the paler, Before the Cholulans cowld gather 
their wits, a harquebus was firerl This was 
t prearranged signal: the Spaniards opener 
fire, pouring volley after volley into the be- 
wildered ranks of chieftains, 

Attempting to escape through the narrow 
entinces to the courtvard, they were impaled 
on the weapons of the pikemen rucrching. the 
mteways, Cannons were mounted an. the high 
courtyard walls: these thundered into the 
hordes who came in answer to the cries of 
their imprisoned countrymen within, 

The Tlaxvalan legions, who had been en- 
catnperl cutstde the city, now swarmed into 
the stronghold of their hereditary enemies are 
began a thorough Jooting, sacking, and murder. 

In the cool wards of Hernan Cortes in a 
letter tO ble king, “In two hours more than 
three theusand men ied.” 

Pope Threw Forth “Much Fire” 

Siretched panoramically agrass the hyck- 
drop of transparent highland aky are the peaks 
of Tataccihuatl, the White Woman, and Prpw- 
vatepetl, the Smoking Mountain (Plates VI, 
M, NU, NUL, and page 374). 

While the Spaniards were in Cholula, Pope- 
catepetl wae in eruption, “thrawing forth much 
fire.” as Bernal Dio sows. 

Dita de Ordaz, one of the captains, asked 
im) received permission of Cortes: to attempt 
to climb the burmming mountain. The ascent 
was probably made while the army was a 
Cholula, though Bernal Ding save ihe party 
started from Tlaxcala, We proposed to fol- 
low in Crcdkie’s footsteps and climb “Pope” toa, 

We entered? Malitzintla at sundown, after 
triversine a sandy level pluln, Samuel) left 
Ws ats the first howe on the fringe of the litth 
Village, jo drive back to the Puebla road and 
aren the nerth flank af Tataccihuatl to 
Amecamecs on the other side of the poss. 

[ asked the man who had been recommended 
tous if he could take us over the pass by way 
OL “TLurmiiens: 

“Why not, senor?” he said. 
beast: Toicin lornew anther,” 


“T hove 2 


Croasing the. Pass-of Cortés 


After a long and bitterly cold horseback. 
ride across the “Poss of Cortés,” we reached 
Amecumecd, where guitles for the ascent of 
Popocatepwtl were avatlable. 

In the morming Homer found that the cold 
of the previous nizht had so stiffened an ankle 
strained In dicmountine that he could not 


In Montezuma's Parnted Lani 
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oti Chegragiier faelely Finite; 
Yulalag Finery Is Topped by « Crown of Black Woal 

The tenated and braided lswhdress of this Onxaca mald may have bern one of the orlginals of our moal- 

em tepless turban. Piomezrenates grow in and about Oaxaca City. Noor bere, in 1932, Dr. Alfonse Coen 

dieovered the famed Monte Alban jewels, (See “Monte Alban, Richest Archeological Find in America,” by 

Alfonse (Caen, Nathonil Gengruphic Magasine, October, 1942.) Bhodern foldsmith= of Ourace fushion repro- 
thuctions of thesd. tame peoce: 
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In Montezuma’s Painted Land 
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Sulphur-streaked Walls of Popo's Crater Drop Sheer for a Thousand Feet 


Only abeowt half the total depih of the enormous cavity & shown in the photograph. Thourh Popo 
catrpetl 1s listed nen quirceeent volcano, 1 ll emiuhnt= sporadic pctivits Recent eruptions have not had 
the tury and devastating elects of those recorded iu Artec times. Formerly sulphur: was quacried by men 
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On the Cortés Trot! 


necompany ws. We lef) him, smelling meilict 
nal andl Jooking disconsolate, with several 
blankets uid a bottle of Iiniment, in the hotel. 
Marina stayed with him, Alrowsily repeating 
to herself, “Who knows?" 


14 Gents for the Sunt 


While we assembled our things, a dried-up 
herb seller with a cast in one cye ppproached. 

“Go along, oll iellww; we have mo need for 
niedicinal grasses," we told him. 

“But, gentlemen, my herbs cure all illnesses. 
For things not of the body''—he leaned closer 
and the wood eye glegmet—'l have the witch 
doctor's charms.” 

“Haye you something to bring out the sun?” 

T asked! him with a smile. 

“Why note” he retorted, and proceeded to 
tie together with red yarn a “buckeye' seed, 
a root carved in the shape of a hand warding 
off the evil eye with fore- and little finier, and 
three silvered| beads. 

nae you have it, senor. 

> the sun will shine.” 
ani the friendly gibes of my companions 
1] paid the dealer in weather and health and 
pocketed the climate controller, 

Our purty consisted of Porfirio Salomen, 
veteran guide of the Smoking Mountain, his 
stout son, and a mule driver who would: stay 
with the onimal when she could go tio 
farther. 

Soon the road wave way to a narrow, deeply 
ercdied path that must have been there. in 
Aatec times: 
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Sulphur Formerly Mined im Voleato 

In the last Java-sind hollow on the edge of 
the timber jine were the ruins of on old sul 
phur sinelier; a roofless stone hut and a tall 
masonry chimney fast sinking into the Inase 
snod were all that remained, 

“We shall see how much farther the sewle 
Can go: sometimes she will reach Las Cruces, 
up there,” said Porfirio, pointing upwartl 
across the slope of sand and ragged snow 
patches to where on outcropping of rel- 
dish rock showed for above ws, 

From here we could see the hunched shoul- 
ders oof the volcano, now cunoirsly fattened 
and near. | 

Above Las Criwes—callel so because. of 
wooden crosses ihat stood here in salphur- 
gathering times—the snow slopes stretched 
unbroken sind amrelieved to the top, decelv- 
ingly close, yet banging, it seemed, slnoenst 
vertically above 1s, 

We stripped on ice spikes, unlashed the 
nipenstocks, and muffled our heals in # sort 
af woolen aviater’s helmet, 


369 


The sun was still warm upon us. T felt 
jubilantly certain that we should reach the top 
and make sone pictures that sane day. Dwr- 
Gree Wis nol. so Sure, 

Hut the cloudless sky and encouraging sun 
beckoned os on, and for two hours we mace 
good progress. The snow had! a crust of just 
the right consistency; otir spikes, not yet 
dulled by harder ice, took us upward in a 
series of short, incisive slaps. 

‘The angle of the slope just above this point 
seemed suddenly to-shift: whether it was some 
opted trick. «ar whether hours of climbitig 
with head down had made us insensible to o 
cradual change, Dido not Know, But now the 
mountain seemed to stand on end: in places 
the slope must have inclined in excess of 45 


thing had for some time become notice 
ably difficult, though nome of us was otherwise 
troubled by the altitude, which at this point 
was more than sixteen thousand feet, 


Snow and lee Storm Hinders Climb 


We were, weocuicuiated, within two hours 
of the top, when a rising wintel titan to whip 
puirticles: bf joe and snow off the hardening 
Slopes. 

In an unbellevahly short time the sky had 
completely darkened, and snow began to fall 
in earnest, The wind erew in violence until 
it become almest impossible to stimd against 
it. We could scorcely see each other through 
our dark snow glasses because of the whirling 
ite crystals ancl snow, 

Porfirio and the bey, weighed down by the 
heavy camera causes they were vartying sup- 
ported by o tumpline sround the ‘foreheat|, 
could #0 ne farther, 

With the jee axes we cut a shallow shelf in 
the snow und ice and sat with our backs to 
the gale, hoping for an abatement. Hiut it 
seemed to grow worse; Porfirio shouted thut 
it was useless to wait any longer. Certainly 
it was imposeible to make photographs, 

But we had come so far and at such effort 
that T was determined:at least to see the crater 
of the Smoking Mountain, There was only 
one way to eo—-op-—and on the way down I 
could follow my tral in the snow which, i 
cut deeply enough with the ax, | wos sure 
would not be obliterated for several howrs. 

Leaving Porfirio and the boy enveloped. in 
whitened sarupes and looking The two snow 
men huddling with their backs to the wind, | 
wentom 7 left bebind-all but a small knansack 
containing some limes, water, and a Leica— 
the lust because the mest cynical pheteyrapher 
is often an optimist where the weather ts 
concerned, 
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A Roed Sign Recalls the Capitol of Gortes's Indian Friends 
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Without Ube aid of the farce, Agtec-hating Tlaxculam: the emall body oof Spaniards metehit not finve 
wucceeded in ther muting comueest of a city of & bounded) thousand people, his marker etancls beradsli 
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fat “Lost” rise, [ would lime that the 
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heart 
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| hid come out on the lowest pera ae) the 
my leit the up 
warn to where a tall wooden cross leaned over 
the whirling oat. On the rivht the rim tilted 
Wp more sharply still, the crater walls rising 
aby eeet their heizht. 17 feet 
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the smaller crater—the 

the Mexicans call it 
roune neary i bhentsnne 
bre i At its bottem, fheetingly revealed 
by wis it the clouds of steam that hung over 
1. the fabled green lagoon, « small bubbling 
tisk of muiivechite the yellow 
stlphur-scarred walla of the secondury crater. 
Ola oo lecdiee bot-a few yvurds below the te 
ny tire on which [ skeletal 
remains of the sulohuw winch, 
Framework af dried timbers that leaned ovet 
the turbulent depths, Fream here the miners 
brimstone woul lower themselves to the 
crater floor ima basket that alen 
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Several baskethoods 
would be cuniped inte 
i steet-hiie bac. The 
mouth was tied up: a 
bush und the taut hide 
Would £O CHreecring 
Wildly clown the steep: 
angled snow slope, 
muthering speed and 
qouutie oul a -shallow 


track until it tumbles 
Into the. teyving camp 
at Tlamiucaz, 


The 


Ascent of (hrilie 


It i not detinitely 
rnown if Diego de 
Chrelaz, captwin under 
Lortes, ever reached 
the top at the Smok 


im Mountain, Bernal 
Dine ave he nude the 
complete ase: tote 
tes in the aecond Jetter 
lo Wis King relates that 
Circe got nearch, 
the bop, but Was Dre 
vented fram achieving 
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Cure Srenrie cupiain 
climbed well above (he 
aLuiW lite at least, for 
it a told he brought 
back icicles: as nraat 
at his deed 

(in his return, In- 
dinns stood in awe of Cirdaz. kicard hit clothes: 
and broweht him offerings as if he had been 
uh deity, for hain. auc esstully (lire fo ap 
prep h the obode of Cheap cheyelwoil. 
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Modern Capital on Aztec City’s Sire 


Cartes fire! caw. the Valley of Mexico froin 
the heights of the pass. which bears his name: 
Ordiz und his companions: looked down from 
the ilaming mountain's heaving sides to where. 
of Ue site Of mixtern Alexico City, the time 
white Agee capital Tenochiithin lay, bright 
ane) distant, in its hed of encircling lokes 

Aly Thoughts were interouiptel by the sound 
Porfirio and hie son come panting 
weer the edge of the cruter wall. The wind 
nad ced down and the weather wus clearing 
Lo 
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Jose Reads from a Textbook, “Awake,” in on Open-air 


School at Avotinie 


“Thé wether charm & working,’ Porfirio 
sail, smiling. And indeed it was: the sim 
came ul in full force dine the whole of the 
reat hollow was revealed to us, obscured only 
intermittently by clones of steam. 

We made nearly half the circuit of the 
crater and took many pletures. Thar charm 
now haste place in my comer Cae, and. even 
iit never works again, [| shall remember if 
fondly for that ane miracle. 

Descending, we spent the night at a for- 
Sty camp on the liwer slopes. 

Next tlay, resuming out journey by motor, 
we came to Mixquic, recorder by Bernal Diaz 
25 8 Stopping place on that first easy entry 
ino Mexico, | 

In Misquic | found the lost surviving: bit of 
pre-Cortes valley soenery and life. For here 
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On the Cortes Trail 435 


beving the first of the intricate network. of 
canals that still Ince the muddy meachiews pened 
spongy islond-gardens of Sochimileo and its 
CUVITiMs. 

Unlike near-by Nochimileo, however, Mix- 
quic had no marimbas, billbourds, or beer 
gardens. Conversely, too, the waters of its 
canals are clene an swilt-flowing. 

Homer and 1, accompanied by Samuel, took 
a Mat-bottomed ehalapa—a craft that re- 
stmbles nothing so much as an English punt— 
nut into the maze of waterways that begin 
at the entrance of the highmad into the town, 
ince away from the landing place and well 
inte the interior of this’ land-and-water king- 
dom, tt was easy to imagine oneself back in 
the days before the white conquerors: Game 
qut of the east. | 

The limpid canals ran between orderly rows 
of sender, wondertully tall willows that fringed 
the burgeoning clingmpas (islond-gardens) 
on Which flowers and vegetables grew. Our 
bontmuin poled us slowly along past men al 
wiirk in the gardens aod women at washing 
places: they called out to ench other in the 
soft birdlike twitter of the Nahuatl tongme of 
their ancestors. 

“Floating Gardens” That Really Float 

To was astonished to find in Mixquic real 
“Haatine gardens,” It is the habit of guide- 
books antl travel brochure: to apply this 
Phrase to the island-gardens of Nochimilco, 
but there the gardens have not truly floated 
for centuries; and so ! thought it to be the 
case in the few other places still watered by 
the ald canals. 

Yet im Mixquie that aiternoon, Pablo 
Cunuhtianquiz (Paul Eagle-in-Market-Hlaoce), 
our Lowtiian, showed mea chinampa that, 
while not floating free in the current, was of 
such recent construction that it was held to 
the bottom only ty a handful or se af reots. 

“Thisembark ane) jump on it, sefier”” Pablo 
bude me. 

I did, and found that the springy earth 
mive beneath my tread. The while mass 
quivered and umnitulated on the current like 
a coconut-husk doormat afloat in a bathtih, 

Old chronicles recount that chinumpas were 
made hy weaving a rait of saplings anid roots. 
This was covered wlih a layer of earth and 
sown with flower and vegetable see. 

Fed by the water below and the sun-abowes, 
green things grew amazinely in their humid 
suspension between the two life-giving ele- 
ments, 

The chinampas wete poled from place: to 
place in the lake, to suit the convenience of 
gurdener aml customer. Some grew 0 large 


that it is said the gardener dwelt upon them, 
building a littl hat an the flouting island 
itself. Eventually the groping roots of the 
growing plants found the bottom snd on- 
chored the chinampa 20 securely that it floated 
nomeare. Such is the cuse with the “floating” 
fFardens of Mochimilen; and with most of 
them in Mixquic, However, | saw many 
lund but recently planted, so new that they 
had not vet “jelled.” 
Ancient Muinificence Is Gone 

From Misxquic we followed the Spuinish 
shades through Tulyehualco and ‘Tlahuac to 
Ixtapalapa, where the army came to the broad 
causeway that stretched ocross the watera ti 
Tenochtitlin, . 

But nothing remains of the old splendor. 
Even at the time Bernal Dine wrote his history 
in the 1360's, he laments that “of -all thes 
wonders that [then beheld, today all is over- 
thrown and Jost, nothing left standing.” 

Ixtapalupa was the Spaniards’ introduction 
to the ceremonies of the Aztec city and court; 
here a group of nobles headed by the governor, 
whe was Montezuma'’s brother, greeted the 
puule gods and welcomed them to the city. 

Near [xtupalapa is the Hill of the Star an 
which the Aatecs periodically renewed their 
32-vear cycle, kindling anew the sacred fires 
on the breast of a sacrificial victim, 

And so we drove into the “great “Penoch- 
titlin,’ rolling modernly on alr and rulrber 
mto the ancient city of the Montezumas. 

Bere | Jater said goodbye to Homer, who 
remained in the capital to resume <tudles at 
the University of Mexico, 

Murina TP left with my laundress. The little 
jxirakeet is probably there still, performing 
ucrobaticnlly in her cage on some sunny Mexi- 
can roof, anc repeating cheerfully the two 
words that form her entire yocabulary. 

Thus was the retracing of the Conqueror’s 
trail completed; we left Cortes: with his 
first-entry into Mexico, at the apogee of his 
career. His subsequent eviction from the city 
with heavy Insses, the ‘Sad Night" that fol- 
lowed, the long months of plannitig and bitter 
campaiming-iill these ane another story. 

Mexico eventually fell, conquered by the 
strength of the sword and internal strife. 

It hus been said that the Spanish Conquest 
cut off 4 promising civilization in w stage of 
incipient glory; others hold that the Aztec 
empire was already ina cultural and military 
(decline, and that its waning was but little 
hastened by the advent of the white gods, 

In the worls of Marina, the parakeet, 
“Oust sabe P | | 

Who knows, incleedd? 
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Hiei : lnm clipper facil: af his ped, scanning the sea for the tellinle sions of 
an tae eheht distirbonce made by ihe prey a= ther awim close to tie 


lieth 


towne jt- the chommer showers the live bait overtreosrd : 





‘The Tuna Harvest of the Sea 


A Littl-known Epic of the Ocean Is the Story of Southern 
Califorma’s Far-ranging Tuna Fleet 


By Joun DecetmMan 


Woh flustrations from 


SA KEPORTER covering the San Diego 
water front, T watched the tuna boats 
coming and goimg on the sparkling 

blue waters of the bay, 

Then 1 decided that T too should have too 
ever the horizon that lies beyond! Point Loma. 
A few vears before, T had passed an exsamina- 
Hon fora commercial mudio operator's license: 
The tunk fishing boasts needed radio opern- 
bors. | would carry my license down to the 
water front some morning amid find a ship 
for myself, 

At the table. In the galley of the Son Sal- 
vifer T signed my name on the thirteenth 
lint cf the ship's articles, and Capiain Manuel 
Machado Medina iYedt out the terms of rey 
payment. It was to be my first voyage in 
a lun fishing bowt, one of those far-wancler- 
ing little wessela that suil forth from south- 
em California shores to reap with hook: and 
line their horvest of the seu, That elemental 
way of ishing, with hutiboo poles, stout lines, 
tnd barhless heokes, still supplies the world's 
markets with 9 large percentage of its tuna. 

Tuna boats room the comin all year round, 
From fan Diego they range to Peru,, down 
o coast that changes from an orid country of 
same mil cactus to tropic shores green. as 
emerald aod fringed) with palm, shores which 
Hive to the winds the Strange, wild, intoxi- 
ating fragrance of the jungle, 

(Ch an sverage, two boats 2 week come 
home to San Thievo of San Pedra, and after 
only a few days in port they are headed ott 
for the fishing bunks again, ‘The men of the 
feet, mostly Portuguese from the Azores ind 
Macleiras, Jive a life as varrant and gypsy 
as were the wavs of the pirates whose long- 
deserted haunts they now frequent. 

Down to the Seu by Night 

Liowos night when we were ready to shove 
aff. Ona voyage that might last months —far 
the fastest of the tonn beats can cruise at 
only ten knots—there was a nervous haste 
of activity, almost as if we were in dread of 
something and hurtying to escape. 

The fines: splashed j in the water; somecne 
in the darkness on the wharf had Jet them 
to for us. The skipper in the pilothouse 





Photopeaple by the duther 


twisted the control wheel, anid the rush of 
starting air through the engine sounded beluw. 
Thesengine gave its first. deep-throated roar 
of power, labored and uneven at first like a 
ginnt awakening, and then settled its beating 
into a rhythm that would go on, sure and 
steady, all through the long weeks and months, 
At the stern the serew churned the quiet dork 
water of the hay. 

We were backing away from Fishermen's 
Whar, but it seemed instead (hat the string 
af fehts alone if were retreating from ws 
Rapidly we were being isolated from the world 
| knew and were becoming a litte sphere of 
OUP (Tt. 

[ thought that this feeling of iselation, uf 
u retreating world leaving us behind and giv- 
ing ws over to the vastness and the loneliness 
wf the sea and the chance and uncertainty 
that lie wpon it, was a new feeling; one that 
woulel gradually wear «ff as 7 made tore 
voyages; but always T sensed it, on every 
departure that T ever made, to the last. 


Warm Southern Seas Teem with Life 


Our spirits rose with the next moming’s 
sun, and gone wos the discontent, the fore- 
boding, the undefined longing of the night of 
departure. The day was bor, free and majes- 
tit from out of the darkness: of the ¢ust: the 
sun mounted to high noon pnd sank. al last. 
The stars came owt, and as we cruised steadily 
south, day after day, new (ones appeared at 
evening. 

The constellations of the north seemed nore 
distant as the dave and nights followed! é¢uch 
other; and beyond the storms of the Gulf of 
Tehuantepec: the sens became warnwr, of a 
deeper blue, and more populated. 

Huge turtles. swam by, with hinds resting 
on their backs, Giant spotted shurks, half a 
bowt length Jong, as terrible in wppenrance us 
the creatures that live in nightmares, elided 
along in the, gentle warmth of these =ras. 
Spouting whales showed in the distance, ane 
We pointed them out to each other as we sat 
about on the deck, borefooted and without 
shirts, working lazily on the big bait net. 

The work went on, the mending of the net, 
until all the tears made by sharks and rocky 


4g4 


Aa Phe National ‘Cx Ora pie ‘MM eet el 





With Hand Dip Nets Hot Fish Are Hrailed Out of the Cork-floated Seine 
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4 Dip in the Wake is Exhilarating but Risky 
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“There's Often a String Attached to a Tempting Gift" 


lunging greedily for what seemed a live mui, a big tuna tia seed « camouflaged hook ond will 
enon find dieclf cn the deck of the Santa Margera, The snapshot was taken from the top ol the bait tank 


where the chummer stands (pave 390) 
bottoms bid been mended, “Chen the men 
began cleging the fishing poles, Choosing the 
rouch bamboo poles of the best weight, with 
the hest balance and spring, they trimmed 
each ane down to a proper length. 


Hooks Are Feathered, Now Batted 


Clhisters of feathers were bound about the 
harbless hooks, “The feathers, with a sheai 
aft tough skin to protect them from the saw 
teeth of the fish, are usually the only diz- 
ouise given to the honks. 

The fishermen call the feathered hooks 
‘squids.’ When a “seid trails through 
the water at the end of a fishing line, it re- 
motely regémbles ane of the uuly live white 
squids on Which the tums feed. | 

The poles are teed with stout cord lead 
ers half a fathom long: the sepuids are made 
jast to another half a fathom of steel wire 
and secured to the leaders, No reels are used. 


Althouch hooks are not onlinarily baited but 
merely feathered, large nimbers of small fish 
are peeded as chum for attracting the ton, 
When Alexicain Government permits are readily 
ouitainoble, the vessels of the tuna fleet hunt 
bait in the bays alone the western const of 
Mexico, A favirite spol tt Mawdalena Hav, 
Bajo Callfornia. At other times the boats 
enter the Gulf of Fonsecu in Fl Salvader and 
Honduras, of they may goon down the coast 
oi litth: farther to Puntarenas and the taulf of 
Nicoya-in Costa Rica, . 

Aga boat glides past. the headlands of one 
of these shelters, and the steady roll of the 
open sea dives way to smoother wuter, the 
crew fines wp in bucket-briecade fashion the 
length af her deck, The men pass the net, 
hand over hand, roo its locker to the stern, 
where they stack it carefully so thot it will 
pay out without tangling. 

Thousands of cormemints and pelicans, 
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Vessels Linder (construction at (nce in San Dieto 


fhweend by the Partugucer fahermen wee Jive anal work im them oow, those shina ‘were financed liv the 

infers ined boatithers, onal the thes ropresent un investment of more than 3300.00). This type b 
pei uiltas te saute Calllermin pers, Wher Lhe tute bets have evolved wih the conning itittiat ir: 
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fishermen on aren of bait (pave ST). 
the litthe are 
miine defo, or if they are wild and scatterer, 
itis oats (oO make oa line, tediow= haul on 
the net: there will be nothing in it but a few 
stimy sordine quantitv of nud arid 
weed, and pothupy o shark, which will teas 
holes im the 

Sometimes wn tina fishing boat after an- 
other will file into a boy, and they will all 
he there quietly at anchor. Days will go by 
without a trace of batt, ane then all at once 
the surface will be rippimg with i 

Most skippers believe that pluses of the 
mown retulate the apoedrance of beth lait june 
Lita Chevy believe that » change mm the 
rice wel) ether htime the heh, of make them 
clikappeae af they te In 
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len aloo’ ifil. 


Word Aftmyruc, ane the skipper refers to it 


to calculate the effect the moon may have 
upon his Tertymess. 
It may be at high noon, or at sundown, in 


tie @arly ToTning, OF OM some clark mint a 
Lhe setting of the tat the beat will 
be moving in clisedy packed schools, near 
gutiace and in shoal water At omurht 
such schwols are tevenied to the fishermen by 
the strane phosphorescent glow which. their 


stirring makes in the warm black 
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But, ior these glowing patches jo be visdile 
om & by, there mist be no reflected ght 
Phe moon must have set: oll the lights whore 
Lhe shop mist be dark, even the running lights 
and ‘the mt fehts anil the mance litt. 

he ener la bars Jowly, ariel the bat 
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The GChummer Showers Out Live Bait While the Pole Wielders Land the Prey 
dat 
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chides through the ¢eep darkness, cowliously 
exploring, A mun al the bow heawes the lead 
line blindly ond tells the depth, when he 
hath itp, by the feel of the wet line in his 
heals. Another min in the crew's pest watthes 
for the fuint, shimmering light on the water. 

When there: ta shout from the masthead 
that a school of bait is sighted, the beat ap 
proaches slowly cul circles. Two men hold- 
tng the free end of the net are set adrift in 
a SKI, ar with them is a tiny winking 
light. Tt ti the only light visible, except for 
the stars over the dark. and uncertain form 
of the surrounmting [anil 

The hebmsmian guides the ships in A wile 
citcle, watching always the little beacon in 
the lonely <kiff, steering =o that the light will 
mork the closing of the circuit. While the 
Circle is-beme mide, meh in the sterm pay 








imsiie 


tank from which be dips them 
if Grenking the suriace at the extreme meh; 


wiping ill (Vag 


out the net, ‘watching so that it does not 
tangle. There isa scramble to get both wings 
of the met oon the eter, and much shouting in 
the cdurkness: the men who were in the «kif 
mist get aboard’ attain to help in the haul, 

The long haul begins, from both quarters 
ef the sterm. Jno the durkness the net sageing 
up from the water seen to be woven of gold- 
every strand & bricht snd luminous with a 
slowing, recy Tht that comes out of the sea. 

When the suck of the net tm at last sotten 
in, it will be heavy with thousands of sardines 
und anchovies, if the haul has been end. The 
mnen scoop up the fish alive with long-hanclled 
dippers and empty them inte the bait tank. 
So time can be lost, because the Htthe fish 
Auttiering in the net will sion hve thei 
ond die (nages S04 mane 400). 

Phe chummer bos the Important task of 
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The Captain of the Sowta Margarita Was: the VWoundest Skipper in the Fleet 


wets old, be Wit o Veterot in the tum fehine industry, de stuns at the wusiiiery wher 
at fice veel above. the HiT dacetypie 


These Time Fishers Use Semes Ohmly to Cate Bat 
With the tank pumped full and tie lung-honelled dipper rrad¥: tor bruins in the haul, the men pull in 
the wine of the net. (mage Vl), The white sprny visible aver fhe stern. b from the lew! on p esving line 
which has been (htown overheard to imphten the schol at small trv info the purse 
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The Instant a Hook Strikes the Water, o Fish Ta on It 


Chiming the wiriice feta boiling white patches, the tonsa gorke oo dhe sill fre shewercd out ta the 
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showering (his bait ower the side to the schools 
Of tuntlin the: moat effective aml tantalizing 
WHY ; but he must alo feed and tend-and keep 
watch over the bait and see that as Nite as 
possible dies in the tank. 

When Sordines Go Mad 

He must be sure that all during the hours 
of darkness the electric lights are burning over 
the tank openings! otherwise, a strange mol 
hysteria lakes the sardines, -Left in the dark- 
ness for but a few seconds, they will burst 
clear out of the water and flutter: about on 
the deck until they die, Half a tankful of 
bait cain so destroy iteelf. But under the 
light they seem content to mass close to- 
gether and keep up a restless whirl agaist 
the current in the tank, their eves reflecting 
the ravs like thousunds of litth sparkling 
jewels. 

Sometimes acrew wil] make a doven hauls 
before the tank is crowded! with as much bait 
as will stay alive. The cook's head, with a 
white cup set at an angle on it, will have 
been showing through the whole of the night 
in the crowal of straining hacks at the stern, 
But by the time the net, hits been hauled aloft 
to dry, there won rmeatley of ar CTC gene 
t oming out of the galley, of coffee bottling, and 
bacon sizing ina hot skillet, of exes frying, 
and bread turning to crisp brown toast, 

AL the galley table thee wil be excited 
hut weary talk of the fishing banks, aml on 
which of them the tuna may be nuinning. 
Much work has: been done, but nothing yet 
has been earned: all this is mere preparation, 
and not one tuna has been packed away in the 
ice holds, 

A Mighty Traveler Is the Tuna 

[n the radio shack | tried to. communicate 
with the tuna boats on distant fishing hanks, 
to hear how thev said the luck went with 
them; but unless the skippers of two fishing 
boat arrange before going to sa to exchange 
messages in som sort of code or cipher, 
reliable information is hard to get. A skipe 
per ofa tina boat ina big school of fish dws 
not like to see more fishing vessels coming 
over the horizon, ior too many working on 
the same school will make it scntter. 

The tunes is swilt moving, and a clean fish, 
He will net inhabit water that ie dirty, ane 
he seems to travel constantly (whether or 
net in obelience to the dictates of the moon), 
in a ravenous test for fecwd, 

His mest common foods are the same that 
the porpoise and the birds-and the other fish 
live on. Often a congregation of these crea- 
tures: will guide o fishing boat to a school of 
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tuna, Birds swarming over the sea and the 
pray perpoise spirting in the water may all 
he feeding on the red crabs znd the acids 
that breed in thick masses over the shoal 
grounds, und it is likely that the tuna are 
feeding with them. 3 

But often ‘the sea. will Appear harren of all 
life, under its surface or aleve it: yet, if the 
other sits are favorable, if the sea is clear 
and blue and moderately warm and calm, then 
the skipper looks for durk patches and ripples 
on its surface, the disturbances raised! by a 
moving school of tuna. 

On such days T hove pointed off toward 
the horizon, to what 1 thought was a schol. 

“There,” [would say to the skipper, “tht 
must be the fh,” 

He would smile in a pitying sort of way 
stl answer, “Na, that is the wind,” or “That 
5 a current,” 

“But how do you tell the difference?” I 
would want to know. . 

“There-ain') oo way,” he always said, 
just have to know,” 

At the masthend the lookouts, so woecler- 
fully-sharp is their vision, can tell which way 
a school is traveling: and sometimes they 
shout down whether the tuna are yellowfin or 
skippick (koown also as striped tuna or oceanic 
bonito) sane ewen the size of the fish (pace 
392). At a oory from aloft the skipper pushes 
forward the throttle, and the pulse of the ship 
seems to quicken with excitement. 


Sowing Seed in the Sea 

The chummer, on the bait tank, takes heed 
of the livening of the pace and comes to his 
feet. We has a lone-hondled net dipper: and, 
bricing: himself against the rvilling. of the 
ship, he holds It poised over the opening of 
the bait tank, . 

As the skipper pulls back again on the 
throttle, as the ship slows and circles over 
the area which was sighted, the men Jower 
the racks along the port quarter, 

The chummer plunges his dipper Into. the 
tank OPER, cond brings it out filled with live, 
wrigeling sardines. He flings a fistful of them 
ot Into the sea. 

They splash into the water amd disappear, 
like seed dropped into the earth, With a 
sweep of his im he throws out another hancl- 
ful. He looks down into the sea where they 
have fallen, ond it aeemé as if he is expect- 
ing a crop to sprout and grow and he ready 
for the harvesting as soon as the seed is in 
the field, 

Then-a shout from him, anda dozen voices 
join his in a yelling chorus. Where the 
sardines fall, bie bubbles of foam brenk on 
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surprise! A ihi-pound Jork Is Wasted on a Lightweight 


To land the Lirger toma. a trio of fishermen olten workin concert, with lear fram the three poles attiiched 
to a tingle stoed line and one hogk,, Their mlzhty heave, exactly timed and intended to land a monster, brine: this 
uneipectedly pron cately lurtiing above their beads. Exceptionally big fish ore not wanted by the cannernes. 
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The Tuna Clipper Carries Tia Oven Chupel 
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the surtace of the sen. “The chimmer scoorne 
teen mite the tanks he whirls about and throw: 
more sardines. As far as he can throw, these 
bursting bubbles soot the ocean until the lone, 
smooth swells are spattered with white, 


A Hongry Host Chartes the Boot 


Like the sudden appearance of an ambushed 
army, the whole school of tuna will have 
suddenly broken to the surface, They come 
charging towurd the lilit Hh great milling 
circle from op mile awny 

Masees of them darken and ringle the sea. 
The men catch sieht of the purple flashings 
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The instant the book 
strikes into the ii, 
the line letk= tivht mane 
the pole bows: the 
min lunges back with 
bis pnrbe furl =the 
hinck wo -eold 
S1ver, Gomes 
nleiurel, 

lt thompe against 
the bait tunk lack af 
hirn, falls free of the 
barhlesas hic Nk, sae the 
nan whine down at the 
Sia. Aoi, 

Anether fish shiots 
up from the darker 
depihs towrd the sur- 
ae. lured bev the sight 
ff othe diseuismed honk, 
The fisherman can 

ants lial f the 
hiok an instunt before 
it snaps and plunges: and, prepared in that 
brie? instant for a heavy jerk, the man thrive 
the fish Up OL Of the sea (pages 299. 401, 
and) 4 

The skipper leave: the helm deserted, and 
with bis own pole be is down in the racks 
ishing with the crew, ‘The ship, lurching 
Hhead broadside in the swelle t woewicled. 
The porpoises follow her alomesiude, snorting 
ndisily. The bites in the sea 
aroun the stern send ilvoupwend with sardines 
In their begs, 

Over the heads of the men below Bim, above 
the flashing vellow poles und the tan | 
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Only Stop on the Way trom Dock to Cannery Is the Weighing Tower 
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something like the cisorder of sol- 
n beettle, strack by outioumbertna forees, 
i a 1 pole shoots fro 
trailor stream af bubbles 
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Women in a San Diego 


Puna 
abt 


their task, the 
coker: by 


After thes fowee fingehted 
packed emily th tins, and fomalh 
neat lees. Pea hatwibe Lh calehe 
inch oe this isp bevs rate tluin two Chasen 


the Toe ke 
ftw or thre 


very ciiackiy the men fet back m 


again, itt hunted oroupes 


Shoulder to shoglier. each team of thre 
ttunds close together, and exch min beolels 
ni niole. Gail tac] jit aah three poles there 


is a stout leader secured) to-a single strand of 
steel wire with a hie squbd dangling from. the 


end. Such teums are a omatch for fish of from 
it) tas Tt perunels, The leval limits on yellow 


hin tuna ate 7 peauitils, minim, aml 150 


pounds masnmun. Very lave fish (he cuinners 
da not want (pare 43) 
Teams of Three Lom! the Dig Ones 


Three then strike their poles down together. 
The hook sinks: Where [t tools in the water 
three pairs of eyes stare down into the clear 
depths at the <treaking shote of purple und 
lilock., “They fish before it <trikes, 

Phen, thrown hard aeainst each other, three 
met heave lack tepether, Alusecles beoloe 
ithe wel tlothing and starl out like envy, 
Siraining ropes im ther bare arms and across 
their The «tee] Tine and 
ore jerked tizht: the poles are bowed. A 
hares presses irom three throats 

Phe struwele of the fish rumbles the water 
antl beats it to a white froth, The men fall 
hack, kneeling but straining at the pols, As 
lite, is heavy aS a iru, thy tun. swings up 


irom out of a white tumult of spray. The 


sce the 


backs, the learhers 
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Cannery Cut Up the “Chicken of the Sea" 


sorte init while unc darker qr 
uncer strict State Frond of Henlif 


harlier, sVeral estallishimenia 


ole, 


thrashing af ite body as it awings toward them 
threatens the men with blows that would break 
their arms word rile: Lt brushes clese to them 
am! thumps the guardrail. ft rolls inboard 


and strikes the deck, Still struigeling, it spun 
ters them backs with a sbower of blood and 
<lirme, 

They swing their poles out again: thev 
wiek. with a. strange; jerky rhythm. ‘The 


lind strike al the hooks with o savage greed, 
a Suen fury dined terror wt the sharp 
tec) of tearing stecl th their mouths they 
lunge back. In that hrainlest strength 
the men them, and gat that Jevel the 
Hutmiatch thert, 


test of 
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When the son sets, the fishing ents, but 
hel the werk, The eweniig meal paces lel 


weinness abet 
deck, If the dav 
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the tuble, Outside on the 
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hos bee pool. there may be 30 tons of fish. 
Ail of it must be stowed away, liver by 


ver, in the 
and each layer 


ins in the retrigerated fish hold, 
must be packed over with 
crushed jor, Undersized or damawed fish are 
pitched over the side; and the sharks, their 
big boiies outhned sulphurously in the water, 
devour then 








The work goes on, often until long after 
midnight, The fish are packed away, ane by 
one, a3 Whole as they came from the sea, for 


cutting and cleaning are dime al Lhe cannery. 


405 


The few hours of darkness that gre left, 
after the hatches are at last covered over and 
the decks have been scrubbed, the men sheep, 
all but the tnan on watch; and filled with u 
weariness that is sometimes like pain, he stays 
on his feet to keep from nodding off to sheep. 

The men afl bope that the next day will 
biting a tig Inad of fish aboard, but seldom 
are there more than two days of prosperity 
in SUCCESSIOn, | 

The long weeks at sea on a voyage for the 
tuna are spent mostly in prolitless wandering 
Irom one fishing bank to another, and in hunt. 
ing for bait, But when a good day of fishing 
comes to them, the men will spend it at-work, 
though it may be Sunday, or even Christmas 
cr Easter. 

Tn almost every Portumest-mnned vessel 
in the tuna fleet, there is a litthe chapel con- 
Inining an altar with imiges of the saints who 
lave been good te fishermen and seafarers 
(page 404). 

The fishermen believe that these «ints for- 
give them when they have to work on holy 
days, for, if it were meant by the saints that 
the tun should tot be fished for during Uhese 
stasons, the ocean would be empty of them, 

Some Tuna Boats Have Never Heturned 

Twa weeks sometimes pass on a homeward 
vavace from the fishing banks: On the night 
before our wcrival, T almost always ased to 
railio to San Djeeo the approximate hour at 
which we would come up to the Broadway 
Fier, Then a gay little company of frends 
uod relatives was sure to be waiting there 
for their men; they were always proud af 
therm and madé heroes of them, and were prate- 
fil tor their safe return from the sea. 

But many tips of the fleet hove never 
come back, The wreck of the St. Veronica 
ig marked at Albemarle Point, in the Gala- 
pagos Islands, on the United States Hyiro- 
vraphic Office charts; the Lois S went. down 
one spring when the ship struck 2 reef; the 
Continental burned and sank at Coons Tsland, 
and the Qisee pia exploded off Cape San Laas. 

The Aefle fhe (pare 396) went out ono 
voyage from which shy hes never returned 
What happened to ber no une knows; that 
wil probably remain forever o secret, jealously 
guarded by the sea. Whatever it was that 
overlook ond destroved her came swiltly, 
She had po chance to make an qutery against 
it, nor her men the chance toe escape it, 

Qocasionally there will be a man missing 
when a boat comes up to the pier, and always 
there are stories of strange accidents and near 
wecidents; A fish once jumped from the sea 
andl closed its jaws aroun] a fisherman's 
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throat: o aurgeon aboard the yacht Zuce saver! 
the man's life, 
High Adventure in o Can of Fish 

There are stories of times of great peril, 
and of courage and sacrifice in the foce of 
them. A man in the crew of the Flying Clow 
made a line fast about his waist and leaped 
overbourd during o hurricane: he clutched 
the body of a shipmate who had been washed 
overboard and beld onto him while the crew 
dragzed them both to safety. 

Only a dav, or a-day anda half, is needed 
to unload the fish and can it, The men chop 
out and Mood away the ice in which the fish 





are packed and load them into hoppers. 


Crines at the cannery wharves. draw the hop- 
pers to the top of the weighing tower: the 
fish ure welghed there whole, before being cot 
mnicl clesinevd. 

The masses of them travel from the tower 
inte the innery on an endless conveyor, with 
sult water flooding over them (p. 405), On 
the cutting tables in the canneries, workers 
Clean the fish, Scarcely more than a third is 
lost in the Cleaning, and these unwanted parts 
ire converted into fish meal and fertilizer, 

Food inspectors watch every step of the 
handling of the tuna. One stands over the 
hatch antl takes notice of the condition of the 
fish as it is being unloaded. Another watches 
it being cleaned mond londed into the steam 
coming ovens. 

Women and girls, including wives and sisters 
of fishermen, stand at long tables and pack the 
aaltedl and flavored meat into the cans. whith 
are sealed by machinery. A second cooking 
follows (p. 406). Some 3,000,000 cases of tuna 
are canned yearly in San Diego and San Pern, 


“Home Ie the Sailor"—For Only a Week 


The men of the feet spend less than a week 
ashore after unloading their vessels, working 
aver them. on the ways in the shipyards, Each 
day they go from their homes down to then, 
antl in the-sharlow of the hulls, scraping them, 
painting them, they tend their ships with in- 
fintte patience and devotion and care, 

They are in ‘their hones an with their 
fumilies but a few hours in the evenings, and 
thes for the rest of their lives the great toil 
of their calling and the isolation of the deep 
whiter sepuratie them fram their kin, While 
they look with o sort pf awe upon anyone who 
cam mitke his living without having to go to 
sea for it, still they believe that the qualities 
required to make a good tuna fisherman are 
rare, and only 4 few of the mortals of the 
eatth are favored with them. And T think 
they are riicht. 
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See don't play the horses... 
cards,..dice...or the stock 
market...s0 yor say pow don't 
ramble! 

But you're .a gambler just the 
jame,,..ana uth a stake worth 
more than money...1f your family 
rides On tires. that are not 
equipped with Goodyear Lite- 
Cruards. 

It's a typical gambler's 
to say... Oh, blowouts don't 
happen often...they won't hap- 
pen to me.” Thats just plain 
betting against the odds. . .be- 
i lappen every 
day, to new and old tires. 
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And if a blowout does throw 
your family into a post ar che 


for Compivt VWarferrag Sea felt nl 


Li 


LIFEGUARD 


ditch—or into the path of an 
oncoming car—you'll suddenly 
reahize that you've been betting 
not just with dollars, but with 
lives you woulda’t trade for all 
the money there ts! 

Goodvear Lifeguards take all 
the danger out of blowours... 
they are sold everywhere by tire 
dealers and new ¢ar dealers... 
the cost is moderate. 

There is no reason for your 
not having them except your 
own neglect or your bet thar an 
accident won't happen to you. 

So tf you say you don't gamble 
= aN you Mraw fa WH hy noe 
see about getting Lifetzuards in 
Your Cire . 


When! brakes Al Atel Body, Safety Gia. 


] ap as ph 





So You Say 
You Dont 


Tienew PHILCO iaoio-evonoczaes 


plays am 


Tha lores bint DE eae WS PRC Pe roche 
Ace thy phesegead wai bavantiied! The hard, 
wikralig tryritel ead Hild ite! Heedie wre gore 
lriteod oe hooting, “pestreserd " jawe! paproduces 
Oty teteed on a bear of apht, eellecied from o hing 
Mirftar tt 8. pale clactic cell Record wear end 
wuffoce none epduced by 10 to 1. Glonoo mow 
Pairs el jena: rich, St La * J oats witha?! socrifice 
e¢ choot, bri@iart “highs” Heo thes Slatery-nakimg 
invents at power moored? Philos aeotor 


Philco G09P, (ustroted, only $15 down. 


Records last , New Purity of Tone! 


CLEA Poe OTe 


times longer! otirne Low aon 





lontentment dwells 
here .dagszase paige: mies 


ad huec oe! all, yeruwil | fren il 
ee a | ocak [ Eiahe 
ling. Here you can forget the 
nome pnd bustle, che drive 
god rush of the city..,.amd 
Felix, Fish to your heart's 
conicnt luke. inlet or dé en 
Seu, Superb poli. Horebac k 
riding, motoniog. Mail cou 

Aan today. 















Ol ie 
iid | eas 
7 =a it oa, 


Ez Pn a = rr = = = 


Apa chsetty —— ere Pe 1h Fe 
WEBSTER'S NEW INTERNATIONAL § | 
DICTIONARY « Second Edition 


ee a ge he i. 
Dupe. 498, SormeGeld 

















DUR AIRLINES 
A Bulwark of Defense 


Fiew arcwrd ihe Wi octd A ea Ae ae 


While we build ap the military to meet: any challenge, let we remember that no nation fe stronger 
than its communications, With peaceful Douglas wings over the Americas our airlines have per- 
fected the fastest, most efficient syatem of achedoled communications the world has ever known. 


Because thie system ié integrated with and best serves the economy we must defend, it chould be 


accelerated in time of emergency. Only through expansion ra ; Z 2 
can this bulwark of defense be improved. * le Pays to Fly.* a 
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* Probably it never occurred to you, 
but the life of a Westinghouse Service En- 
pincer is a very exciting career, This morn- 
ing he may be doing a simple repair job, 
and this afternoon he may be aboard a plane 
speeding to the rescue of a power company 
miles away whose electrical equipment has 
been paralyzed by some disaster. 


* For instance, we recall the hurricane 
that swept the Atlantic seaboard in 1938, 
A record tide played havoc with the pen- 
erating equipment of one of New York 
City’s great power plants. Ac midnight our 
Service Department received the emergency 
call. By morning, the entire New York 
held force, reinforced by service men from 
Newark, Pitmsburgh, Buffalo, Utica and 
Philadelphia Service Shops were on the job, 


¢ They found machmery flooded with 
sult water and drenched in a sludge of oil. 
43 large pumps and auxiliary motors and 
their electrical controls were affected. Tet 
by the middle of the fourth day, one of the 
fenerating units was back in service. A 
crew of 135 men working in three eight 





hour shifts soon had the entire stanon 


back in normal operation. 


: Only a year before our service men 
braved even fire to help a Cincinnati cus- 
tomer Continue operations, Because our 
men stuyed on the job in a building choked 
with smoke and intense heat from an ad- 
joining fire, the company was able to main- 
tain its regular production schedule. 

© Ingenuity is also a prime requisite of 
these service men. For instance, our New 
England men were given the problem of 
drying and smoothing our water soaked 
currency, bonds and other valuable papers 
soaked by food. They did it promptly and 
eficiently simply by using Westinghouse 
household ironers to press the paper 
straight and dry. 


« These are only a few examples of the 
score of unusual tasks a Service Depart- 
ment must perform. Actually, this depart- 
ment, in our case, is an industry within 
itself, We must manufacture millions of 
dollars worth of service equipment each 
year. This includes special equipment us 
well as renewal parts for apparatus which 
is no longer in regular production. 


To meet the unending demands for 
electrical service we maintain thirty-six 
service plants strategically located through- 
out the country. More than 3,000 men are 
normally employed. No piece of electrical 
upparatas in America is more than a few 
hours by rail, boat or plane from these 
plants, equipment and men, 


: Naturally, we are proud of the rec- 
ord of this department, And we, as many 
others, Consider it one of the most impor- 
mnt arms of our business. Good Service is 
always Good Business, 
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VEN WHEN he held the highest office 
within the gift of the people, Lincoln 


subscribed himself, “Your Obe- 


dren’ Servant.” 


humbly, 


Today, a like sense of responsibility guides 
this Company which bears his nome. This 
responsibility is first and foremost in behalf 
of the policy holder. Asa provider of insur- 
InLe protection, Lincoln iwi tional constantly 
attempts to serve the largest number of ap- 


plicunsts. AAS an tnvestor of its prclics holders’ 
funds, records show chat Lincoln National 
Lite invests and builds with prudence, 


This same obligation of responsibility rests 
upon your local Lincoln National Lite rep- 
resentative, Jt is his duty to give you sound, 
unselfish counsel on your insurance prob- 
lems—to try sincerely to be “Your Obedient 


Servuine., fall hom tonhiay. 
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LIFE INSURANCE CO. 


FORT WAYS EF, LST, 


TS NAME IFNDIC 


er ae ee 


ITS GCGuHARAC TER 


